Lifford @ld Courthouse
Special mid-jorm events

With The Ramblin Scallywags Puppet

perform and most exciting of
all make it come alive!
All in one fun-packed day!!!

To book for one of these great days ring (074) 41733

Cost per workshop: €15 per child - price P Castlefinn 'an('l“(c&irca 1930)
includes all materials, meals and snacks.
Suitable for ages 5 — 11 years.
(Note for parents: If you want to drop your child
off early — doors will open at 8.30am and your Fme Is S ue
children will be entertained until the workshops
begin.)

Bo okin g ESS ential Lifford Association for Tourism, Commerce & Heritage Ltd.
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could still be assembled at a
moments notlce

(Extracts from an article by
Catherine Rynne in The Evening
Press, November, 1969)

DID YOU KNOW?

There is an extraordinary rock,
remarkable in the Irish history of
these parts. It is called Doon Rock
and on it the O’Donnells, who were
formerly chieftains here, were
always inaugurated. Immediately
under the rock is the holy well of
Doon frequented by thousands. It
would be an endless task to mention
all the virtues of this water and all
the cures it can perform, but it has
one peculiar quality which I think
ought not to be omitted. It is a
remedy against infidelity in
husbands. Any lady keeping a bottle
of it well corked under her bed may
rest in perfect security.

Reply to the North West Society by
the Rev Mr Hastings, 1820.

GALLEN’S
BALLYBOFEY
074 31053
web.
gallens@finnvalley.ie

LOUNGE
Old Time Dancing every

Monday night 9 — 11 p.m.

Live Music Every Week- End

BACK BAR
Traditional (rish night
every wedwesda5

OFF - LICENCE
FOR
ALL YOUR NEEDS
AND

VINEYARD

WORLD WIDE SELECTION 0‘(:
WINES

C,aLLem, S
“The Place To Be”

has appeared in many guises,
including a tea-blending warehouse,
the head office of a newspaper, a
bank and finally, a pub. Presently
known as The Gateway, rumour has
it that it is to be re-converted to its
original use as an hotel.

For those not so well off, and who
wished to enter town without the
hullabaloo, less salubrious but
equally accommodating premises
were also available. One of these
was known originally as Sharkey’s
Tenements where, if you were in
luck, a bed and a decent meal could
be obtained at reasonable rates.
Writing in 1821, John Graham
commented “Mr John Sharkey keeps
a small but much frequented house
for the accommodation of those who
resort to the Assizes, sessions and
gaol of Lifford from all parts of the
country. Such are the happy days in
which we live that when a shoal of
herrings visited our shores in the
spring of 1821, Sharkey was able to
give plentiful dinners to his guests at
two and a half pence a head”.

Although prices have gone up a bit
since then, Sharkey’s, now the
Central Bar, still offers B&B
thereby continuing a tradition
established nearly 200 years ago.

Of course, it wasn’t all-serious in
those early days. Others saw it as an
opportunity to make a few bob and

- have a bit of ‘craic’. Sometimes,

however, things could get too lively.
In September 1766 for instance,
Lifford Corporation felt it had to put
the foot down as matters were
getting out of hand:

“Whereas the erecting of booths or
tents at the time of the Assizes held
in  Lifford hath been generally
productive of riot and disorder by
encouraging  drunkenness  and
quarrel, we therefore...to prevent
such inconvenience for the future
and preserve peace and good order
in this corporation do order that in
time to come no booth or tent be
permitted to be erected and in case
such should be erected by surprise
or otherwise, that the person
permitting the same on his or her
ground shall forfeit 3 shillings and 4
pence for every such tent...”

And from that day to this there has
never been another punch-up in a
tent in Lifford Diamond.

KEEP LIFFORD TIDY

Lifford, or Liffer as it used to be
called, was granted Corporate status
by a Royal Charter from King James
I in 1613. Six other towns in
Donegal also became Boroughs,
along with Lifford, at the same time
— Killybegs, Carndonagh, St
Johnstone, Donegal, Ramelton and
Ballyshannon. The newly founded
Corporations were empowered to
make bye-laws, impose fines,
enforce Weights and Measures
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who asked him for his money. He
took out the hundred farthings and
threw them down into the rocks
below. The robber looked down and
saw the shining farthings and he
thought they were sovereigns and he
went down for them. When Barney
saw the robber among the rocks he
galloped his horse and reached his
master’s house with the money.”

This story was written in 1937 by a
pupil at Boyagh National School. It
was collected as part of a national
survey conducted by the Irish
Folklore Commission. The story is,
in fact, based on real events as
Barnesmore Gap in the 1700’s was
notorious as a place for ambush and
robbery. In June, 1774, for instance,
The Derry Journal ran this account:

‘On Wednesday last, as Mr James
Ferguson, shopkeeper in the town of
Donegal, was coming to Ballybofey he
was aftacked at the Bridge of
Barnesmore by two men and a woman.
They first stabbed his horse, and then
himself, with a knife, and dragged him
some distance off the road, when they
cut open his saddle-bags, and from
thence took 68 guineas in gold, 10
English shillings, 24 ounces of broken

siiver, and 2 silver watches.
Providentially the horrid transaction was
discovered by a boy who was looking
after some cattle on the mountain;
otherwise Mr Ferguson might have soon
died of his wounds without any
assistance, and the robbers escaped
justice; but the same day, they with two
of their accomplices, were taken at an
alehouse not far from the spot where
they committed the cold deed, and all
committed to Lifford gaol. Mr Ferguson’s
recovery is very doubtful, and the horse
is dead.’

Held in custody for three months the
four men and their female
accomplice were brought before the
judge at Lifford Courthouse:

‘On Monday last, the 221 of August, at
the Assizes held at Lifford, for the
County of Donegal, Patrick Gordon and
Henry O'Neil were tried and found guilty
of robbing Mr James Ferguson, of the
town of Donegal, and sentenced to be
hanged on the 8th September next, at
the bridge of Barnesmore, the place
where the robbery was committed. At
the same time, the wife of the said
O'Neil was also tried for robbery, and
found guilty; but she having pleaded
pregnancy was examined by a jury of
matrons, who gave their verdict that she
was pregnant, whereupon her sentence
was postponed until after her delivery.
Two other men were tried for the same
robbery but acquitted.’

found cleaning corn, in front of a
dirty door, on a Saturday night?

2

d!

THE DROWNING AT DANMORE
By
Dominic O’Kelly

“In sincerest sympathy with the
relatives  of two middle-aged
Downings  neighbours,  Georgie
Buchan (40) and Denis McClafferty
(45) who, with three young
Killybegs men, John Byrne (30)
James White (24) and Benny
Armstrong (18) were drowned when
their fishing trawler, the ‘John
Buchan’ [built at Meevagh boat-
yard by the skipper’s father]
capsized in a 60 m.p.h. gale off
Dunmore East, Co. Waterford, on
Monday afternoon, 10" February,
1958. —RIP.”

What curse is o’er thee, cruel sea!
That robs us of the brave-

And gives our finest fishermen a
cold and watery grave?

On New Year’s Day they sailed
away from old Tirchonaill’s shore,
Six trawler crews from Killybegs,
all bound for East Dunmore.

" Those stalwart men who put to sea

and silver harvests reap,
Close night and day to eternity on
the wide unknown deep.

“Twas ten days after Brigid’s Night
in Nineteen Fifty-eight

Five fishermen from Donegal met
with their tragic fate.

Our hearts now grieve for two
Downings men whose lives on earth
are o’er:

George Buchan and Denis
McClafferty — both drowned at far
Dunmore.

James White, John Byrne and
Armstrong — their fishing days are
done:

God rest the souls of these five
men...from Killybegs now gone.

Five weeks they spent on the
southeast coast...and many a
hundred crans

They caught and sold for far-off
climes and continental vans.

A full week’s snow and later storm
with gales of fifty miles. ..

At the open pier of Dunmore East
they sheltered for a while.

Up-river then they said they’d go as
a sixty gale-force blew —

The ‘Mairead’ and ‘Ros Aoibhinn’
led by ‘John Buchan’ tried and true.
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Stranorlar- Redmond McCool and
Jamily, 9.

Shanreagh- John Wilson and
Samily, 3.

We have seen a letter from Mr J.
Meclean, Lloyd’s agent at Islay, to
John A. Smyth, Esq., Lloyd’s agent
here, of the date of 3 May, giving
an account of the loss of the
Exmouth. It states —

“That forty-seven of the dead bodies
have been washed ashore and
decently interred. Having been at
the time on my way to attend other
vessels ashore in the island of Jura,
I got two of my most particular
JSriends, Messers Colin Campbell
and hennery Campbell, to attend to
this melancholy affair; and, on
going to the spot on Saturday, I
Jound a number of coffins ready
made, which had been sent by the
humane and Christian feeling of Mr
Campbell of Islay for any other
corpses which might be cast on
shore. The two young gentlemen
mentioned above deserve the highest
praise for their services. They were
often to the waist in water, picking
up the dead bodies as they
appeared, and seeing that they were
coffined and interred”.

Fortunately this was the only ship
that year to founder on the way to
the New World. For those who
made the journey and survived there
was a whole new experience
awaiting them in quarantine centres
like the one on Grosse Ile in Canada.

I’1l tell you about that place in the
next issue!

DONEGAL SURVEY FINDS
LINK BETWEEN HARD WORK
AND ILL HEALTH.

In 1835, while collecting data for
the Ordnance Survey, Lieutenant
Lancy made the following remarks
about the parish of Templecarn:
“The prevalent diseases are fevers
and pleurisies which probably have
their origin in the blood being
heated  excessively by labour,
without using due precautions to
guard against the

effects”

OVER THE HILL
(Courtesy of Jean the Bean)

“OLD” IS WHEN...Your sweetie
says, “Let’s go upstairs and make
love,” and you answer, “Honey, I
can’t do both!”

YOUR LETTERS r‘@
QA

My brother Leslie has been sending
me a copy of the Old Courthouse
News since its inception. I have just
received the most recent issue and I
have started a file to accommodate
the ‘News’. It is very interesting to
read through these and reminisce.
Last evening while I was preparing
dinner I was vaguely aware of Anne
Robinson’s Weakest Link
programme on the television.
Although I was not fully tuned in, 1
was aware of a question about
World War Two, to which the
contestant correctly gave the answer
‘Field Marshall Montgomery’. This
brought back a memory which
prompted me to tell you about an
incident while I was a pupil at the
Hansard National School in Lifford.
Hansard school was virtually one
large classroom with less than a
dozen pupils and one teacher, Miss
Barnett from Bagnelstown in Co.
Louth. The local Church of Ireland
minister was Canon Duncan who
lived nearby and he was on the
school Board of Governors. Almost
every day Canon Duncan would call
briefly into the school. When he
came through the door we all stood
up and he said, “sit down”. We
promptly sat and set our pens down,
and I mean pens with nibs that we
dipped in inkwells. We probably had
as much ink on our fingers and lips
as was in the inkwells. We loved to

- see the Canon come in, as that was a

few minutes when we could down
tools. He was a small plumpish man,
thin on top. He would stand and
smile at us, then spoke a few words
to the teacher. He would smile and
say “get on with your work now”
and he left.

One day he arrived with a very posh
lady wearing a large fur coat. They
walked straight to the front of the
classroom, and the Canon
introduced the lady to the teacher.
The lady plonked herself in Miss
Barnett’s chair at the front of the
class and proceeded to talk to us
pupils. I do not recall what she said
but I remember she asked us this
question, “If a herring and a half
cost a penny and a half, how much
would two herrings cost?”

I do not know if anyone answered as
we were shy, country children and
found the lady a little intimidating.
Her next question was “Who are the
best fighters in the world?” No one
replied and she said, “Tut tut, don’t
you know? It is the Irish, the Irish!”
After the posh lady left we learned
that she was Lady Montgomery
from Moville, Co. Donegal, mother
of Field Marshall Lord
Montgomery. I recall this incident
and many more from my youth
growing up in the Diamond, Lifford
with great nostalgia.

Laura Boyd (nee Shiels)
Whitehead,
Co. Antrim.
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upon the immense number of wrecks
that occur in our mercantile navy.
On that subject we ourselves had
prepared some remarks, which we
find we must withhold for the
present. But as to the censures, more
or less grave, which have been
pronounced on Captain Booth, we
cannot allow ourselves to maintain
silence even for a day. We have no
wish to question the veracity of the
survivors of the crew; but it is really
not to be supposed that, in the gloom
of the tempest and the cloud of the
night, their observations of what
was passing could have been very
accurate; and what they have said of
Captain Booth’s intentions may be
safely set down as their own
conjectures. Of their liability to
commit mistakes we may judge from
this, that writers, in a perfectly
undisturbed state of mind, have,
upon this subject, made statements,
of the inaccuracy of which they
might  have  easily  satisfied
themselves by a little enquiry. For
example, one of them assumes that
the lights upon the Rhinns of Islay
and Tory island are 100 miles
distant from each other, whereas the
distance is only 66, one light to the
other bearing W Y N; and another,
seeing the Rhinns light, named
“Orisay” on the chart — for so it is
sometimes called from a rock near
to it so named — mistakes that rock
Jor the island of Oransay, which is
considerably to the northward. Such
errors as these are, in themselves, of

little moment; but become important
by being speculated on as facts. The
Examiner thinks that Captain Booth
is only to be blamed for having tried
to gain a harbour, when the wind set
Jfrom the north, instead of keeping
out to sea; but according to what
may be called the intrinsic evidence
of the case, his design was to keep
out to sea until the storm subsided,
which was frustrated by causes far
beyond his control. The Times,
again, makes its witnesses say what
is manifestly absurd. It represents
the Exmouth, on leaving the Foyle,
as having run N.W. 19 hours; and
then, the wind changing to the north,
run 48 hours, her head being S.E.
By our calculation, she could not
have sailed during the 19 hours at a
less rate than 5 knots per hour, or
95 miles in all. At the end of that
time she would have been off Tory
island, bearing S.E. % S, distance
60 miles. By the same calculation,
during the run of 48 hours, with her
head to the S.E. both wind and sea
being in her favour, she would have
sailed, even under bare poles, at the
rate of at least 8 knots an hour, or
440 miles, had there been sea room
in that direction, and must have
Jetched the Clyde in twenty — four
hours! It is quite apparent to us
then, under the circumstances, that
when the wind shifted to the north,
her sails having been blown away,
the Exmouth must have lain to and
drifted, which, from the state of the
weather and current, could not have

reputation where it matters — on
your plate. Why not pay us a visit
and try it out for yourself. Our
restaurant is open daily MON-FRI
9.00am - 5.00pm, with special
lunchtime menu 1200-2.00pm and
look out for the date of our re-
launch of SUNDAY LUNCH. We’ll
keep you posted on the details.

eSS

EMIGRATION TO AMERICA

e -

JAMES MCCAULEY
Continuing our series on the
experiences of James McCauley.
This interview was conducted by
Sean O hEochaidh in March 1955
and transcribed as MS 1411 pp317-
321. It is reproduced by kind
permission of the Head of the

Department of Irish Folklore,
University College Dublin and
James McCauley’s grandson, Peter
Donaghy, Ballybofey.

“I was bred and born in the parish of
Glenties in the townland of
Meenaleenaghan, and when I was a
youngster I mind seein’ the
neighbours aroun’ the district
leavin’ in scores at that time an’
goin’ out to America. Both boys and
girls went. The age at which most of
these were at the time was aroun’
thirty years of age.

The custom was in our place at the
time — now I'm talkin’ of seventy
years ago — these boys and girls, or
most of them anyhow, left home at
ten, twelve and fourteen years of age
and they went down to a hirin’ fair
in Tyrone, to the town of Strabane.
The’ used to be a hirin’ marked
there for these youngsters — both
boys and girls. The farmers used to
come in on the twelfth of May — that
was the day set for hirin’ an’ they
would hire for the six months up
until the twelfth of November.
Those were the two set days for the
year. They spent their time there
with them farmers — the girls milkin’
COWS.
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