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Your Letters

America’s link to Lifford
Gaol

The other day we had an unusual
request from an unusual visitor to
the Courthouse. A Mr. Bradley all
the way from the U.S.A. went on a
tour of the Courthouse with its cells
and courtroom re-enactment of
famous trials. Before he left
however, he asked for permission to
hold the old key to Lifford Gaol
which is on display in the O’
Donnell’s clans room. It turned out
that his great, great, grandfather, a
man by the name of O’ Connell, was
once the keeper of the key. We
reckon that this must have been the
key to the old Gaol built in 1793.
What a real sense of history it must
have been to Mr. Bradley to hold a
key which his ancestors held 200
years ago.

Red Hugh Terrace:

In our first newsletter we asked for
information about the whereabouts
of the stones after Lifford Gaol was
demolished and how far afield they
had travelled. Well, Charlie O’
Donnell called in to see us a couple
of weeks ago. He lives in the row of
cottages in Lifford Diamond where
the old Gaol used to be. Charlie said
“I don’t know how far afield they

went. All I know is I’m still digging
them out of my front garden”!

Dear Readers: '

If anyone would like to make a
contribution to the Old Courthouse
NewsLetter either in the form of an
article, local news, a short story, a
poem or even a joke you are more
than welcome.

Please send your submission to
The Old Courthouse News,
The Courthouse,

Lifford,

Co. Donegal

Tel. (074) 41733.

A

&%

Freedom From Despair!!!

“The anxiety and fear are
overpowering me, I can’t settle in
one place, looking out the window,
walking  from room to room,
smoking cigarette after cigarette.
Where is he? Why can’t he come
home? Why does he lie to me? He
said he was only going to buy
cigarettes. That was 5 hours ago!
We have no money as it is. So
where is he getting the money to
drink like this?

IS IT ME? He tells me I can’t cook,
that I look like shit, I'm always
moaning, going on at him, I must try
harder. I do my best to keep the
house spotless, the children fed and
quiet but it’s still not enough, I'm
lonely and depressed. I love him and
Just want us to be a happy family,
but he obviously doesn’t love us or
want to be with us. He’d rather be
with his cronies in the pub. It’s their
JSault if they wouldn’t buy him drink

and the landlord - he’s just a greedy
pig. When he does come home what
sort of a mood will he be in? Will he
get on to me? I know I'm a stupid
bitch who should keep her mouth
shut, but I'm worried about having
no money and the responsibility of
the children seems to be all mine.
I'm tired, angry and lonely and Just
don’t understand why my life is like
this. Why can’t he see what is
happening?”’ Anon.

Why? Because he has a problem
with drink and he can’t help it. It has
him in its clutches and there is
nothing I or anyone else can do. I
have had to leam to let go and mind
my own business. What I have
written is exactly how I felt about
my life, myself and the man I love,
who I was really starting to hate. I
hated life but when it came to the
stage that I hated myself so much I
wanted to end it, then I knew I had
to do something. So I rang the
Samaritans and that call literally
saved my life, my children’s and
eventually the drinker’s too. I was
told on the phone about AL-ANON,
who they were and how to find
them. I was advised to give it a g0,
so I did. I went to my first meeting 4
years ago and learnt a new way of
living. At AL-ANON members
receive comfort and understanding
and learsn to cope with their
problems through the exchange of
experience, strength and hope. The
sharing R of  problems  binds
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HARTES BAR

LIFFORD (074) 41628

WED 3F°
FRI 5°%H
SATG g%
suyn 7°¢

UED 10°%H
FRI 126"

SATG 13%H
Slm 1 q’GH

USED 17°H
FRI 19"
SAT 20°%H
SUn 215

FRI 2%
SATG 27%H
SUn 284

APRII-

W WEN
ASTBRO

FPEGE & 3ERR®
3ODIE GALL

MR mEN

CRISMmA

SPIRIG OF FREEDOmM
SGREET LIFE

M mMEN

D. IBII-DER
I0E QUIGI-EX
FI-UFFY DUCKRS

FRESH FIBES

CAIMNGE
CRISHA

Memory Lane

LIFFORD POST OFFICE STAFF, 1935,

Back Row: Paddy Early, Eddie Sweeney, Jack Harte, Tom Carlin, James
Fullerton, Sean O’Neill, Bob McClay. Front Row: Paddy McGovern, Paddy
Kelly, Willy Ramsey, Alfie Ford (Postmaster), Sean Bonner, Jim McDevitt,
Tom Kelly, John Reid. Seated: Larry McGarrigle.

The above photograph was sent in by Billy Ramsey whose father William was
overseer at Lifford Post Office between 1935-1955. In those days the family
lived in part of the old Hansard school which they shared with the Shiels family.
This is now the site of the Donegal Co. Council Offices. Back then Billy
remembers his uncle Barney keeping the house warm by shaping blue clay and
coal slack into ‘fire balls’ the size of a 161b shot which gave off a fierce heat
when placed in the fire. This was also the time when Miss McDonagh the local
teacher rode back and forth to Murlog school on a large prehistoric Daisybell;
when Barney Boyle had ‘The Green Cafe’; when smuggling was a national past-
time; when stories circulated about those who were hanged at Lifford being
quick-limed in the underground passage which joined the jail to the Courthouse,

and when Tommy Daly, William Ramsay’s great friend, was one of the great
boatmen on the Foyle.
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ERIN BAR

BRIDGE STREET
LIFFORD

41471
Private parties catered for.

Karaoke every Thursday night.
Live musie Friday, saturda Yys
Sunday nights.

Thursday 28% Mawrch
Grond Kowaoke Final
Satuwrday 30™ Mawrch
Hi-Sir
Sunday 31% Mawrch
Two Amigosy Kavaoke

John Duffy
(Butchers) Ltd

THE DIAMOND
RAPHOE
Co DONEGAL
PHONE (074) 45263

HIGH CLASS
VICTUALLER
SUPPLIERS OF
PRIME BEEF,
LAMB AND PORK

[Bema s oy aiEmm|
B. MGGOVEBN 20 Castle St

Strabane
6 Days a week
028 71 882506

Main Street
Lifford

Every Wed.
048 71 882506

NHS § Private Testing
Medical card § Social welfare
testing
Kids go free (large range of Free
Specs)

Designer Frames: Guess,
Kangol, Calvin Klein § many
more

OPTICIANS

STEVIE STEWART
JOINERY

Coolatee
Lifford
Co Donegal
086 8516884
074 42157

Roofing 1* Fix, 2™ Fix
& Wooden Floors.
Professional work
carried out.

Lifford Gaol Aug. 29" 1829,

In our last issue we gave some of the background history to the “Turnkeys Report
for Lifford Gaol 1829-31”. This month we will look at some of the contents.
Unfortunately, for the purpose of the newsletter, the extract opposite, from Aug.
1829, has been greatly reduced from the A3 size original. Even so, given the
clarity of the handwriting, it is still possible to follow the daily routine for both
the jailer and the jailed. To further help us follow the Turnkey on his rounds, a

diagram of the prison has been added. Each line of the report has also been
numbered as a reference point.

Line 1; This refers to the final inspection at 6pm on Aug. 28" when James
Sharkey “visited the house” which is the general term the turnkeys used for the
gaol. Apart from Sharkey there were two other turnkeys at that time- John Birnie
(line 3) and William Colhoun. A month later 2 others had joined the ranks- James
Buchanan and Richard Lonigan. Sharkey and Birnie were certainly in for the

long haul as we know from other records they were still drawing wages 20 years
later.

Line 2; August 29", Inspections began again the following morning at 6am. The
“sentinels posts” refer to the 3 sentry points manned by military guards, possibly
armed with blunderbusses like the one issued to Lifford jail and now on display

at the Courthouse. This military presence was to be withdrawn the following
month.

Line 3 and 11; John Bimie’s duty on the 29™ was to distribute and collect the
hammers which were used by the prisoners to break stones as part of their hard
labour sentence. Other occupations included pounding bones for manure and

weaving. The women were employed in needlework, spinning, washing and
general prison duties.

Line 5; Those who owed money but didn’t have the means to pay were confined
in prison. They were kept in a separate part of the jail referred to by the
Turnkeys as the Debtors Apartments (see Diagram). While there they were
subject to the same rules and regulations as the ordinary prisoners — see line 12.
“Alexander Campbell, a debtor swearing in the presence of the Governor at lock-
up”. For this offence his milk ration was stopped for one day.
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