Congratulations to all of these Donegal
women who will be 40 on the 7" May.
Special birthday wishes to Geraldine

Edwards of Lifford who is in the crowd
somewhere!lllllnmmn

LIFFORD ASSOCIATION FOR TOURISM, COMMERCE & HERITAGE LTD.
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Your Letters

The Old Courthouse News

We have been asked by several
people about the Courthouse News
and who writes the articles. To be
fair to everybody else involved in
the production we have decided to
mention the whole kit and caboodle,
so here goes:

Main Articles; Angela Mulreany
and Billy Patton,

Other contributors; Gerald Mc
Menamin and the public,

Typing; Angela Mulreany, Phone
Gillian, and Connie upstairs.
Folding and chief stapler; Mary
Egan,

Catering; Geraldine Edwards (see
our page 3 girl on the back page),
Bernie Driver, Connie Sweeney,
Rose O’ Neill, Maggie Friel,
Jacqueline Mc Govern, Betty
McCready, @ Kate = McGavigan,
Patricia Devine, stray dogs and last
years turkeys.

Funding; L.AT.CH., F.AS. and
the cap on the pavement.
Photocopier/Scanner; Phone
Gillian

Gossip Column: Manus O’ Donnell
and Donegal County Council.

Thank You

Bernie Driver of Rossgier, Lifford
would like to thank all those who
brought presents, came to the house
and attended the wedding. of her
daughter Grainae to lan Freen on the
6" April 2002. Special thanks to
Coulter Blackburn and Garrett Friel
for supplying the two cars and
everybody else who helped to make
the day special.

Gartan Clay

I wonder if any of your readers
would know the story behind Gartan
Clay and if it is still possible to find
it. All I know is that the clay is a
protection against rats and drowning
and only members of the Friel clan
can gather it. If anyone can help I’d
be grateful.

Yours, Mrs.Edwards

Lifford.

Mary’s Xmas Appeal

We interviewed a concerned Lifford
resident who had this to say about
Lifford at Christmas time. We know
it might not be seasonal but this
woman is thinking ahead, so read
on.

“If anybody out there could give us
some advice on funding for Xmas
lights, Xmas trees and the stands
that go up on the walls at Xmas
time, could they contact me.

Quips & Quotes

Story of a failure
Hired, Tired, Fired.
kokkkok
When it comes to work, there are
many who will stop at nothing.
*kkkok
I may get to work late, but [ make it
up by leaving early.
kkkkk
“A man is a success if he gets up in
the morning, and gets to bed at night
and in between he does what he
wants to do” Bob Dylan
*kkkk
“Service to others is the price you
pay for your room here on earth”
Mohammed Ali
kkkkk
“The trouble ain’t that people are
ignorant: it’s that they know so
much that ain’t so.”  Josh Billings
kkkkk
“Ignorance gives one a large range
of probabilities” George Eliot

Fkkkx

Evening Classes Art Exhibition

Awn exhibition of the students work
will be on view L the Courthouse
During the Summer months.

LIFE

Our thanks to young Karen of
Ballybogan who sent us in this little
story about her outlook on life.

“Why do people do stupid thing’s?
Are they looking for attention or
help?” Some people waste life and
so many die fighting for it. I know
people try and do what they can but
sometimes it doesn’t get through.

Somebody told me that when a baby
smiles they can see angels. I wonder
if there is a heaven? You hear
people talking about it and you
smile to yourself and think “ Is there
a God and Angels in that beautiful
place up there in the sky?”

Tom Hanks once said, “Life is like a
box of chocolates. You never know
what you're going to get or what’s
coming next.” We should enjoy life
because we only have one.

I remember when I was young I
thought life was like a bird flying up
high in the sky where heaven is, to
be free, and not having a worry in
the world, but then I saw one lying
dead and then I said “everything
must die sometime.”

They say life is too precious to waste
and too precious not to share. So
remember don’t waste the life you
have now, because we will not get
another one.



“SsSauuInNy £q poacsucds

sazud Ul 00013

“NOU UX UAP99) anok 998
OS SUAPaf) ], O POYIUAI]
ST UCIPINDdUO)) -9jcload
JNOY FO SUUPOY. - SHDDM
8 Joy Srpsanys) Saaps
‘EPU ;6 SuruurSaq

UoNNIdUIo)

Ijor.ae\j

asjopary S 19

£gasyoq

Saanof), .92 ung
QUETING,
SPUSII]
QUEIENa,
sdog), ajqnoq
SyoPIPYy
sRog Rgapd
£gasyoq
RJ-ID‘I
SnaIPYl prii
UoTI9duno)
BHOP I
ory
syjorary S 19

Erui

ash® T

vy
POy
399.38 IBPLI]

J1eq uLrj

910w yYyonw pue suouQ
pauy youai4 ‘sadesneg ‘s3a38nN
uPIYD ‘s13ding ‘uPIYD
‘ysi4 ‘sqeqay| ‘swooysnjy dijen
1$3pnjoul husw InQ
e || 8
Aepung - Aepsiny] uddQ

piojn

peoy Auuadyiana
Bpmnasyps) pood 25l

SRy
S COSPY

240
Bvivwt § w91 a0 “06vio
‘SSIND 1S3MPAL 1IVD15aQ
(svads
924 0 20viYA 30407) 394} 00 SPTH
ovnsa
UBJIM 10100 5 pA0D 0PI

bvnisaL AU S SHN
905788 1L 80

PaM A1oag
ARSI
PO}

905788 1L 820
yoom e sAe(] 9

aueqensg
1S dpsed 0T

)

NH3IA09IN "a
[

uonIpUOd 2y} I9] 3, USSOP puB JOO[INO
aAmsod e jures| sey uaydayg spniupe
Ioy Jo osneodq Ing ‘o|qeyonojun
‘lowi0o e uwr nd  ‘Apuasdyyip
paleas) uaaq 9Aey pinoo usydolg
1By} sMouy| U9 ‘[|oM WIY PIAISS
sey opnupe syl -uaddey o3 siyy
MO[[® J,UPIP 9US Inq PpI[EAUl UB SB
wiy 8o} 0) ASed u9dq 9ABY pnom 3
pres ayg -9[qissod se [ewuou 0} 9500
se dn uaydarg jy3noiq sey uosjiyg

"A1Unoo oy} SOAIS
oym uljgn( Ul Mou dsinu g5 ue
9ABY Op A9y} Inq JoK se Anunoo siy}
ul QU0 OABY J UOP ASY] ‘SJOIONS
g Jo} ooyl weo) Isieroads e
SI 2oy} se “10J 1y31y 03 pey ays Juiy}
Ioyjoue ‘9| Sem 9y [IJUn UOPUOT]
ur [epdsoy 100ng puowi() jeaIn
papusne uoydolg "9| sem oy oouls
jJluow B 6/F JO 90UBMO|[E S JOIBD
B SUIAI900] U929 SBY MOU pUR J|9SIoy
I0J INO pulj 0} pey dys 0} pIPIIUd
SeMm S Jeym P[0} JOASU SBM UID[IF]

"UoIIpuod SIYy) Jo saduanbasuoo
o Jo ysnoy oy e woy}
y3noay) 03 3snuwi Jey) Jeaj oy [[om Se
way) 03 Furyeaiq-ueay si Yorym ‘pjo
sieok ¢] jo o3e 3unok oy je palp
ays Ajpes nq uredg ur o) YeZOY
JeAed 9y} Je 1020w ApJe[n3al pinom
A9y], ‘spudLly JeoI3 oweddq JOIQYNS
B sem IoJy3nep osoym  Ajiwej
QU UOIIPUOI SIY} JO ASNBIAQ SIBIK
9y} IOAO SPUdLY [NJIOPUOM SWIOS
dpew pue Jow dAeY AJ1wej oy |,

"udy) J0UIS JO] B UO
paAow sAey s3uly) pon yuey} ‘ofe
SIBdA @ UONIPUOD JY) JO AFpajmouy
JO oe| oY) sem yong ‘gyg umouy

9ARY 19AdU pinom  A[qeqoid Aay)
IoYI0 yoBd JO PpBIISUl SISLLIBO-UOU
1PWw pey A3y J| ‘pueqsny Joy sI se
Qua3 aJel oY) JO JOLLIBO O} SI UAQ[IF
‘st )1 sy "9]qisuodsal 39 9ARY pjnom
Aoy usaq pey Aay) ji (uonepal ou
aIe pueqsny IOy pue uad[if) o13ousd
SI UOIJIPUOd Y} IsSNeddq uone[al
9SO[2 ' 0) paLLIBW 9q ISNW YS pres
Aay], ‘uonipuod oy} uo sydesJered
¢ wnl pey jeq dooq e ynm
usd[Iy O} duwied S10J00p Y} sF9| SIy
Uo upS ou Yum wioq sem uaydalg
USYAM joWes 9y} pojean aq 0} Y|
[ 1By} 9YI] 1, UOp [ INQ SW uo ASed
03 sAoq ay} Inq ‘Aejd op | °[[eq100}
Jo sweg [eas & Aejd pue no oF 1 ued
] ‘sumop pue sdn s 1 sey ojij,, sAes
oy ‘Ajjeuosiad Fuoxs sy Aq yonus
sem | wiy o} Surudsy pue uoydslg
Bunsoy ‘g'g Jo uonipuod [njyured
oy} woy siyns oym ‘uoydolg
uos 9y pue uuind) Uiy 199UW 0]
amsed|d oYy pey Appuaodal |

"dweu 9y} doudy ‘Buim A[JIenng
B SE JJeOI[9p SB UIYS 9ABY UAIP[IYD
9say ], "yonoy IsaYSIs Yy} Je I9ISI|q
pue 9jeredss 0} s3uiul] Apoq [eulojul
pue sioAe| upys Juisned ‘I9pIosIp
urys onousd [njured pue Suissoxsip
B si eso|ng  sisKjouuopidyg
Jpuejai] viga(q, djoy 03 suo3 oaey
satuow ||y jjiAep IxXou speay 2I10s
Jo 10] & yum Buoje [e Aq pey ySiu
18213 ® pue pasiel sem ()()0ZF I9AQ
" uaIpiyD Apienng, oy Ioj spuny
asiel 01 ‘0) 3u103 sem | yseq Aepyuiq
9y} Inoqe NOA p[o} | ONSSI ISIIJ INO U]

A'THD ATHIALLAY THL



Jdhe cRoads of oDeac 6l
opon.egal

A lady from Glenties sent us this
lovely little ditty recently and we
would like to dedicate it to Donegal
County Council and all prospective
TD’s looking for the vote!

‘I have travelled far and wide, and I've
sailed on every tide,

Then to come back to my home I heard
the call.

Things have altered here it’s plain

But some things are still the same,

Like the pot-holed roads of Dear Old
Donegal!

But I'm singing all the way ‘cos I'm
goin’ home today.
I don’t care about the rattlin’ at all
or the lurchin’ and the jolts

and the breaking nuts and bolts

On the pot-holed roads of Dear Old
Donegal.

It’s the best car that I could get, and it
isn’t paid for yet,

But what matter if the exhaust took a
fall

And the tyres are all in shreds,

And have worn off all the treads

On the pot-holed roads of Dear Old
Donegal.

The old car’s a total wreck, but I'm
happy, what the heck,

For when I get home I'm goin’ to have a
ball.

There is damage to my spine otherwise
I’m feelin’ fine

On the pot-holed roads of Dear Old
Donegal.

I'll just bump along the miles, never
mind about me piles,

I'll get there even if I have to crawl.
I'll get past the winning post

When the car gives up the ghost

On the pot-holed roads of Dear Old
Donegal.

All me sufferin’ will end when I turn the
final bend

And see Mammy waitin’ by the garden
wall,

Though I’'m battered and I'm bruised
And me body’s been abused

By the pot-holed roads of Dear Old
Donegal.

When I reach me final rest, with me
hands across me chest,

Don’t be giving me a coffin or a pall.
Lay me out inside me car

And then cover me with tar

In a pot-hole in a road in Donegal.

Then the Angels they will sing that I've
done a noble thing,

And me life it wasn’t wasted after all.
And the word will go around

That since [ went into the ground
There’s one pot-hole less in Dear Old
Donegal.’

Thank you, Catherine Dooley!

hold him back. He is a very
independent young man who has
great determination.

Stephen told me that he goes to
Deele College in Raphoe. Initially
he was worried about going to
school there but as he said himself,
“They have been  Brilliant,
unbelievable, so nice to me. They
take it in turns to carry my bag for
me, and are a great help and
support.” Stephen is in 4™ year now
and would like to go into Arts and
Crafts when he leaves. He likes to
draw, cartoons being his favourite at
the moment. The one thing he hates
is getting his bandages changed as it
is so painful. But his personality
shines out of him, - I felt this had
also been passed on genetically! His
mum has shown great courage and
determination over the years and
this has been passed on in Stephen
who is at the age where he would
like to be going out to pubs and
discos. He has been, but Eileen
worries about him being hurt in
anyway.

On the 9™ Dec 2001 Stephen and
his parents were invited to a ball in
the Holiday Inn by the ‘Make a
Wish Foundation’ who had done so
much for him in the past. This
included a meeting with his heroes,
Liverpool F.C. who presented him
with an autograph book, which was
his pride and joy. To help repay the
foundation, Stephen decided that he
wanted to auction the autograph
book. It was bought by a man from

Lifford for £400 who then refused to
take it so Stephen got to keep it. |
have since learned who this man is, I
won’t mention any names but I
believe he’s good for fags!!! What a
lovely gesture, its stories like that,
that restore your faith in human
nature, and if you read this Sir,
there’s a family who would love to
see you calling on them. Stephen
didn’t have to make the gesture in
the first place, but he is grateful and
has appreciation for all that is done
for him even though he suffers from
this awful, painful condition.
Meeting Stephen and Eileen was
heart warming, he smiles through it
all, there is no ‘poor me’ or any sign
of self-pity and just takes each day
in his stride.

If you would like any information
on dEBra Ireland . Contact: 10
Burgh Quay, Dublin 2. Tel 01
6776855.
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means of it, the prisoners in the
debtors’ and womens’ end may
converse from their windows with
those in the Crown end”. As
mentioned in the last issue,
conversation was against the prison
rules and strictly forbidden and was
punished by a withdrawal of the
inmates’ milk ration.

Unfortunately, due to the lack of
records, apart from these occasional
glimpses very little is known about
the inmates of the Courthouse or the
jails. However, because of their high
profile character we do have some
information about the more famous
prisoners. It was in the new jail, for
instance, that a leading member of
the United Irishmen, James Napper
Tandy, was confined while waiting
on his final trial.

James Napper Tandy

As we have seen from our study of
the Turnkey’s report, conditions for
the average prisoner were sparse.
However, if you had the means then
life inside could be much less harsh.
Napper Tandy, for example, was not
forced to do prison work, there were
no restrictions on his visitors or on
his letter writing. At times he had
friends join him for meals and to
play dice. On one occasion he even
ordered a hogshead of port from his
son, a wine merchant in Dublin. All
of this resulted in a complaint to
Dublin Castle that he was “living
boisterously, indulging in rows and
parties and disseminating the most
seditious doctrines to all and sundry
in the gaol”- an accusation which his
son vigorously denied saying that it
was no more than a smear campaign
against his father.

When he was finally brought to trial
he entered a plea of “guilty” to the
charge of treason and was sentenced
to be hanged, drawn and quartered.
However, when Napoleon
Bonaparte intervened on Tandy’s
behalf he was eventually released
into exile in France. He sailed to
Bordeaux on the 7™ March 1803 and
died there the following year.

In stark contrast to Napper Tandy’s
treatment was that meted out to
follow insurrectionist “Captain
Manus “a Phice” O’ Donnell (a

Memory Lane

Does anyone recognise this unusual photograph of Lifford Diamond? It shows
Docherty’s Coachworks on the right and the old Hansard school where the
present day Council offices now stand. Missing from the picture is the row of
eight cottages, which were built c1937 on the spot where the front of Lifford Jail
used to be. (Photo supplied by B. Ramsay, Derry)
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