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WORLD CUP 2002
FOOTBALL SPECIAL

GOOD LUCK AND BEST
WISHES FROM YOUR
HOME TOWN TO SHAY
AND THE
BOYS IN GREEN
FROM EVERYBODY AT
THE OLD COURTHOUSE
VISITOR CENTRE AND
RESTAURANT
LIFFORD
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“Of Boats and Men”
A review by Jerry Drumm.

T e
——

A very interesting publication of
local interest and local origin has
been recently penned by  Billy
Patton. Published by The Old
Courthouse this pamphlet gives a
concise and readable account of the
history of the Finn and the Foyle
over the past 2.000 years. Well
illustrated with apt drawings and
maps of the era there is bound to be
something for everyone. Starting in
2AD and continuing through the
visits of the Viking longboats over a
thousand years ago to the use of the
river to transport 1,085 tons of rails
for the Finn Valley Railways the
publication is a mine of information
and anecdote. It is hoped that this
will be the first of many publications
of local interest, a hope which will
be better realised if we give it our
full support. If you are interested in
a copy of the little booklet “Of
Boats and Men” copies are available
at the Old Courthouse, Lifford and
select outlets for the modest sum of
1 euro.

Your Letters

g\
G-

Gartan Clay

Mrs. Edwards would like to thank
Tony and Sally Patton of Ballybofey
for the Gartan Clay they got for her.
On a recent visit to Gartan they
managed to trace the Friel family in
charge of collecting the clay. Mrs.
Friel told them that apart from rats
and drowning the clay is also a
protection against fire and sudden
death. We also managed to trace
some of the story behind the clay.
The legend is mentioned in Manus
O’ Donnell’s book on the life of
Colmcille, written ¢1532, and
concerns Eithne, Colmcille’s
mother. This account is taken from
“Pilgrimage West” by Vera Mc
Fadden:

“In this legend Eithne was staying in
Gartan and was expecting a child.
An angel told her to go to Lake
Akibbon, find a flagstone on the
lake and have it brought to Rath
Cno. With the help of sturdy men
from the clan they got the stone, but
on the way to Rath Cno Eithne’s
pangs of childbirth began. Eithne
rested at a certain spot and it was
bloodstained. One of the clansmen
covered this place with leaves and
bracken, and Eithne told him that
only himself and his descendants

bar in Lifford. He hasn’t changed
one bit. He’s the same Shay. When
he comes home he goes around and
visits all his friends and they come
here to the house.

It hasn’t changed his life but his
lifestyle would be changed. He lives
in a wealthier bracket now than he

- would have, had he stayed about

here. They’re not allowed to go out

. drinking and that. They don’t have a

social life and their wives and

girlfriends have no social life either

unless what they make of it
themselves. He can’t go out in
Newcastle or he’d be swamped by
back-slappers. If he goes shopping
he has to go to Manchester or
London, he can’t go down town.
That’s a tough part of it.

“Dad says I remember one day when
he was out with me in his early
days. We were window-shopping
and every time I looked round
behind there were these guys going
down kissing the ground. I didn’t
know what was going on. This was
them actually kissing the ground
that he walked on. He’s like a god
over there. He’s even more popular
than Shearer. I’'m not being biased
when I say that. The papers over
there would tell you that. Even when
Alan Shearer won the North East
“Player of the Year” he said he felt
embarrassed accepting it over and
above Shay Given. That was his
words.”

He looks after himself. He doesn’t
drink or smoke and he never has a

late night. There were 5 or 6 of us
over there recently and we all went
out on the Thursday and Friday
night. But he, having a match on
Saturday couldn’t go out with us.
Come Saturday night when the
game was over he decided he would
go out with us and it was his first
night out since the 10™ of August
last year.

Then when he does go out he has to
have security guards with him. No
matter where we went security
guards surrounded us. There were 4
of them went with us everywhere. It
was very unusual. But he loves it
over there. He loves Newcastle and
the area and has just signed a new 5
years contract.

Q: How do you think they’ll do in
the World Cup?

A: I might be more optimistic than
most people but I do feel that they
have a very good chance of reaching
the semi-finals. The guys are
playing with such big hearts and
their hearts are on the outside of
their shirt. They’re playing so hard
for it. These are the 23 that have to
do the business for us now. We’re
not even near favourites but I think
the majority of supporters expect us
to get through the group. Once you
get out of the group you’re only two
games away from the semi-final.
When Shay gets out there he’ll do
his best and be able to hold his head
up with everybody else.
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RECIPES!!!
Simple Chicken Stroganoff

Vary an old traditional favourite
with tasty turkey or chicken and
Dijon mustard. (serves 4)

Ingredients
1 tbsp. Oil

1 large onion (sliced)

11b/8oz chicken breast (cut into
pieces)

150ml dry white wine

1 small bunch spring onions (sliced)
250ml pot double cream

2 tsp Dijon mustard

Preparation

1. Heat oil in pan, add onion
and cook for 3-4 minutes until soft.
Add chicken to the pan, cook for 4-5
minutes or until the chicken is
golden in colour.

2. Pour in the wine and cook
until the liquid has reduced by half.
3. Add the spring onion, cream

and mustard to pan. Season well and
cook for a further 5 minutes or until
chicken is cooked and the sauce has
thickened.

Serve  stroganoff with potato
wedges, steamed rice or sautéed
courgettes.

This is the first of a series of recipes
which we intend to include in the
Courthouse News! This one is
kindly supplied by our own
courthouse chef, Geraldine, but we
would like to feature other recipes

from the locality. So, if you have a
favourite you would like to share
then please send your recipe to “The
Old Courthouse News”, Lifford.

Quips and Quotes

Change is inevitable,
Except from a vending machine.

Latest surveys show that
3 out of 4 people make up 75%
of the world’s population

“The world is a messy place, and

unfortunately the messier it gets,

the more work we have to do.”
Kofi Annan

If you have to work for a fool,
You may as well work for yourself.

“Two quick ways to disaster;

1. Take nobody’s advice

2. Take everybody’s advice
Ralph Cansier

God grant me the senility

To forget the people I never liked
anyway,

The good fortune to run into the
ones I do,

And the eyesight to tell the
difference.

Seen on a Dallas Billboard;-
“Have you read my no.1 best seller?
There will be a test.”

God

Frankenstein

A true story by Mary Egan
We were talking about ghost stories
one evening when something that
happened to my sister and me about
thirty years ago came back to me.
We lived in Castlefinn then and the
two of us wanted to watch
Frankenstein on the telly. After
begging to get watching it everyone
went to bed and Alice and me
settled down to watch the big film.

The telly was under the stairs
and at the bottom of the stairs was
the back door. It had a bar on this
side of it and an old time latch. To
cut a long story short, the film was
getting good. Frankenstein was
banging on the door in the telly now
shouting, with a big bolt in his neck
when at that moment our back door
let a rattle, then a bang then the latch
started going up and down like there
was a lunatic behind it. Our Alice
looked at me and shouted “Run
Mary, quick get Daddy”; well my
nerves were gone at that.

I had to pass the back door, sure
it was at the bottom of the stairs, and
it was fair rattling. So I reached for
our Alice and ran past the door, up
the stairs and woke him up, “Daddy
quick, there is someone trying to get
in the back door”. It took a bit of
convincing as he didn’t believe us,
but then the banging started again.
He jumped out of bed, pulled on the
trousers and braces, got on his hands
and knees and pulled an axe and a
torch from under the bed. “Right!”

he shouted “I have an axe here and
if you don’t get out of that, I’ll cut
you in two!” He looked at me and
said, “Come on Mary! Hold the
torch and on the count of three I’ll
open the door. You put on the torch
and I’ll open him!!” He said this
loud so whoever was there would
hear him.

We were at the door, and still
the latch was jumping and the noise
at that stage - I’d swear the door was
breathing in and out. I knew that
when that door would open, I’d
faint. Torch and all would go, and
we would all be killed. So, “One..
two.. three.. Torch on, Mary!” back
door opening and my father
shouting about killing yer man on
the other side but no one was
there!!!

We were standing in the
scullery, the outer door was locked.
The windows were locked and there
was nobody there. My father said it
must have been a cat or something,
but I knew he didn’t believe that
himself. The opposite side of the
door had marks on it, marks that
were not there before. Like someone
had been clawing the other side and
anyway no cat could lift the latch.
Well, no more was said. Off to bed,
didn’t sleep though- and no more
Frankenstein!



6£6¢£C-¢L0
uMO, [e3ouo(g

“)oo1nQ ureN

e T-wdg ung /1

weg [-wdg [ /uoj
sInoy suruadQ

says1(q ueadoiny pue uerpuy

Aemy aye], pue ul IS

s 1y

"00} sao11d
JUQ[20X3 pUB IDIAIIS JUI[[0XD ‘POOJ
JUS[[90XS I0J “NISIA B T[YHOM [[oM
ST ISUI(T Y[ 9y} JOU 91, NOA JT USAD
IO 2IMInJ Ieau o) Ul umog], [edsuo(
ur 91,n0A JI 0§ 'punor e ausrdAy
poO3 sueowW ‘WOOIYIRq UBS[O 9OIU
e ‘ony) 9q 0] U9 sAemye 9A . jeym
pasoid wooIyieq a2y} 0} JISIA B USA

"ss9[oo1id ST U0 9A0W 0)
ainssaid ou pue Auedwoo jea13d ‘pooy
18218 ym a1oydsoune Afowoy ‘[[Liy
Ou © JO MOJWOd 97} g ‘SjueIne)sal
Kouey 0] soyeo Aseord woiy owrn Aw

Ul SOLI9JEd JO SHOS [[B O} U99q QA J
nQ 219y} JNO [ NOA JNOqe MOuY
LUop [ MON jijseones oy ur dip
01 JI )M Pe3Iq UBU B 9ARY O} Py oM
Inq ‘pefes pue SOLI YIIM SUIBD SOYSIP
[V ‘umeld 3ury pue uo)oryo ‘quue|
Jo Sunsisuod eunyg neg [eroads
® JOJ JUoM | "YSIp 9[qe)aFoa Ao1ds 10}
JuSM I9YI0 Sy} pue dones AIp oIy}
B yim uayomo yum opewr undref

| oY) pey puoLy duQ "9]qe} Y} Paf[Y

sn 0} pajuasaid sem jeyy Kedsip oy
pue pooj Ino I0J Fuo[ M O} JARY
1.UPIP 9\ "981ey0 933100 B oYM
painod Aoy yorgm ‘jyess Iourp oy £q
Anq 01 poSeInooud 21oM oM YOIYM
‘SoUIM JO UOIDJ[3s A[oAO] B pey
PeOI 9Y) SSOIOR QSUDI[-JJO oY) Inq
JoUI( TY[3(, 9Y) JB 9SUIOI] B SARY
1. uop Aoy, “yueseard pue Surwooom
AA o1 JJels QU] 019y 9sed
oy} A[oNuyap SI JI0A09 S Aq Jooq
e o8pnl j uo, uorssardxa oy} jey)
A0UY MOU ] Jng JOJPP 9} JO 2Injeu
o1seq oY) Aq Yonns A[[eniur oIom
pue wd(g'9 1B 210U} POALLIR M

‘weyduruurg
0} sduy Juunp Ieok jse] oy} ur
SILLIND JO 9[dnoo & pey sey Joyjo Jy)
pooy Aords 0} pauoseas SI pue eIpuf
ur owr juads pey pusny ouQ ‘An
€ JI 9AI3 P,9M 1Y3NOY) | pue SPUSLI
JO 91dnoo © 0§ "p[IOM SIY} JO INO SeM
umo], [e8auo( ur 9snoy AuLnd mau
© Jey) pieay ] wWre[o 9y} Jo snoiqnp
nq e sem | ‘puejug ur yendeo
Amm) oy ur dn umoid Suiaey

iiToBonoq n vouya ea

Bunuods pue Ajunwwoo ‘ssoursng
‘s1oded 93e)189 se yons sp10oax
pajeuop Aojeartd st do[oasp sn 9as
01 9Y1] p.] 18YM Ing "S1eaA paipuny

e A[Ieau yoeq Sunep suonjeordde
pue suefd ‘sdewr ‘sp109a1 9381100
‘8uIsnoy se yons ‘spI0daI [IOUN0))
-9IJ pue [1ounoy) Ajuno)) pood A1oA
9ARY 0S| 9 A\ “[IOUNO)) JOLISI(T [eIny
PIO 9y} pue 2oue)SISSY JT[qnJ pue
J[ESH JO pIeoq 91} JO SAINUILI oY)
SARY Op 9m Inq 23S0y} JO 10 [NJMme
ue J0U Y3noy) ‘SpI0oa1 preogq Yol
pue Ainf puein) oy} 9ALY OS[E 9 M\
*AX)unoo oy} ul 153q 9} JO SUO J0U JI
[e32U0(] UI 910y SABY dM UOTJOI[[0D
189q 91 A[qeqoud st Jey ], ‘sjuewnoop
JI9Y}0 pue SY00q INUIW ‘SI)SI130I 91}
oSN [[e OYM SJUSPNJS JIWIPLOR UL
SUBLIO)SIY ‘SI9721easa1 yim Jendod
K194 a1e Ko1[], "AImuao w61 9U}

WOIJ SPIOOAI ISNOYNIO A\ SUBIPIEND)
Jo pieog oy} aaey om juesaxd 1y 1y
PEINY |

0} AI[ P[NOM pue JAey j}.uop
noi 3Junpiue 13y} s1 908 nok
9ARY S[BLI)BW JO punf Jeym €0

*Ayr[roey Joyyo
wolj paured 9q UBD UONEBULIOJUL
JUSIJIIP Ajarey AISnoraqo
NQ SoLRIQI] WOIJ JUAIRJIP A[[e10)
ol A9y], ‘siopio sJodeuewr pue
suoneordde Suruuerd ‘sure) [rouno))
ur Aes 10 9ouopuodsarod ‘sSurpow
JO souiw 9q PINOd SIAIYIIR O
"SSOUISNQ PUB UOTJBIISTUTWIPE UI ‘Aes
‘ojdoad Aq uopuM u02q SABY pPInom

1oy} sjuownoop [euISLIO 9q pInom
SOATYOIY  seamUym  suoneorjqnd
pue spydwed ‘syooq ‘[euojEW
paund Apurewr st Areiq v, Y

(ATRAQI] B PUR SIATYIIR WIIM)IQ
NUAIJJIP Yy ST Jeyp\ 7’0

‘aoutieyy op

0} JNO IB3A B YOO} 9US OS SIAIYIIY
ur ewoldip ojenperdisod e op
0} pey JuweIN . 'Paue)s auwr 03 jeym
S.Jey} pue AIOISIF Ul }SQIONUT o) pue
suorjeoyienb oy pue oououadxo
oY} pey ] CUONRUIQWOO POOJ
B 9q pP[nom 1 Jy3noy) [ 0S SpI0oaI
puUB SOAIYOIR QU) Ioye I0O[ O}
SISIATYOIR AJLIOyINe [8J0] 10J Surjoo[
oM A9yl pue arrey3oe] un(g
ur [ouno) Ajuno) 2y} I0j padIom
I "97810300p pue 92139p & pey ApeaIe
pue AIOISIY Ul PIJSQIOJUL SeM [ Y
G10M JO Julf ST

ul pajsasdul nok 103 jeypy ‘10

"uoIIpeI) pue AIOISTH Ul POPUNOLINS
‘pIOJIIT Ul sqof 1SEOTU 9y} JO JUO
Sy 9USs YUY} [ S Jeyo € IOJ UuI [[80
0} ‘seAmjary Ajuno)) [eSouo(y oy} ur
SYIOM OUM UBUUSIG YUWEIN Payse [

*SAAIYIIY
M
pue yueiN




HARTES BAR
LIFFORD (074) 41628

IUNE
1% PFyUl1-% BOORED
2ud Spirit of Freedom
8" The Mad Ardabs
"  Presh Vibes
8%  Philis
9%  p. Wilder
13" The Mad Ardabs
14™ Cariswe
15" Street life
168%" Brisha
215 Asbro
22" The Fluf€y Ducks
23%° SEardyst Oldies
28% 3oe Quigley
29%" RNike Life
30"  Quicksilver

Promotions
every Ghursdeay Nite
9.30-10.30 Buy cme geb
ome free
10.30-11.30 €100
giveawday

Pimters Perks
IBEERDAYS 10.30-5.00
All drinks reduced by

50cents

. BOUNCING CASTIL-ES FOR

HIRE

Childrens parties & all
oeedsions
All Castles with rein
covers
Delivery & Colleckion

 Telephone: OT989-382887 |

From ROI (0044) 7989-
/382887

20 Castle St

]
D. McGOVERN Strabane
g AR 6 Days a week
L x 028 71 882506
@‘ Main Street
Lifford
QENCIANE oy

048 71 882506
NHS § Private Testing

Medical card § Social welfare
testing
Kids go free (large range of Free
Specs)
Designer Frames: Gquess,
Kangol, Calvin Klein § many
more

records - anything that has to do
with Donegal’s cultural heritage.

Q.4: How do you track that sort of
material down?

A: The county museum and myself
are looking for more material and
artefacts so we are thinking of
putting a joint ad in the local papers.
At the moment I'm collecting old
school Roll Books or records that
they want rid of as a lot are held in
terrible conditions. We could keep
them in good storage conditions and
if they need conservation work we
could do that and people would still
have access if they wanted to
research them.

I also rang the solicitor’s in the
county, but got a very poor
response. I was looking for old
estate records or legal documents
they don’t need anymore, but only
one or two replied. We’d also like to
get records and correspondence
from old businesses in the county.
All these things take time and it will
be a long process.

Q.5: There was some talk of
custom-built premises here in
Lifford, what’s the latest on that?

A: The council has a cultural
services strategy and it’s policy now
to supply premises and we hope to
have a custom built archives in the
next 4-5 years. Funding is a problem
though, because the council itself

hasn’t a lot of money at the moment;
but we have the possibility of a site
and we’re hoping we might get
outside funding. The site is in a
good spot outside the town with
plenty of room for development and
expansion. In the meantime, we
have a temporary storage facility
here in Lifford and an extension to
that in Letterkenny but the search
room and office will stay here in
Lifford.

Q. 6: What is the oldest document
and in your opinion what is the
most precious or valuable?

A: Well I’'m not sure it’s the oldest
document but definitely one of the
best acquisitions we have purchased
is a map dating back to 1801, so it’s
over 200 years old now. It wouldn’t
be the oldest, there would be some
records from the 18™ century, but
this is a Grand Jury map and when
we were getting advice on whether
to buy it or not, because the person
who wanted to sell it was looking
for a fairly high price, I rang
different map experts and other
archivists who would have
experience in the area of maps and
they said they are very rare and that
it would be worth purchasing. Funny
enough nobody has ever come in to
look at it, or examine it since we
bought it! I think the minutes of the
Board of Guardians and Registers
are another important thing. At the
moment we are microfilming them
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The next day the scaffold was erected over the main hall door of the jail in front
of a room known as the execution or “drop-room” After this final public
execution, the entrance way to the platform was replaced by a small window
which can be seen in the photograph. According to one story, the hatchet which
James Stewart had used in the murder was kept in the execution room of the jail
for many years before being finally thrown in the river.

To witness this final act, 12,000 people packed into Lifford Diamond and
surrounding streets. The following extract, from a newspaper of the time, is a
gruesome account of the last public hanging in Lifford:

“At 4pm, the door of the fatal drop-room was opened, and the wretched culprits,
dressed in whit robes, appeared. Having been placed under the beam, they drew
down their caps over their eyes and the drop fell. James died without a struggle-
but the rope by which Alexander was suspended, broke: and he was precipitated
to the pavement, a distance of 40 feet. He fell with the side of his head on his own
coffin, which was broken: and he rebounded off it a few feet. He was instantly
carried in by two officers of the Gaol.

The executioner, also dressed in white, with the part that covered his face daubed
over in black, soon put another and stronger rope over the block and again
raised the drop.

In about 20 minutes from the time he fell, to the astonishment of the assembled
multitude, Alexander again appeared, and walked out on the drop, more firmly
than before. He took his place- and the signal being given, the drop was again
dropped, but it rested on the shoulder of James, who was pushed aside and
Alexander was launched into eternity-but not immediately.

The board slowly moved down, sliding along James’s body. The knot of the rope
had shifted round the chin of Alexander and he suffered dreadfully for several
minutes. His whole body was convulsed; during the strangulation, he several
times put his feet to the wall, and pushed himself from it with great force-his
clothes burst open so that his naked breast was seen-and the cap, not being
altogether over his face, blood was seen flowing from the wound which he had
received on the cheek, in the fall. At length his hands fell-his body was seen to
stretch — and he hung motionless alongside his brother. After hanging for the
usual time, they were cut down, and the bodies handed over for dissection.”

The New Gaol and the last public hanging in Lifford.

P.G. Anyone under 15 years who wants to read this article must be
accompanied by an adult.

“A new building is expected to be finished in the early part of 1825. It will be a

spacious, semi-circular edifice and will add much to the beauty of the town.”

This entry in Pigot’s Directory of 1824 brings us to the final construction phase

of Lifford jail. Whether or not a jail can add to the beauty of a town is a matter of

opinion but it certainly was an edifice. Erected behind the existing “T” shaped

building of 1793, this three-story semi-circular jail gave the overall complex a
838).

Built partly by a Government loan of £6000 it was divided into 6 wards and
consisted of 85 cells, 11 day rooms, 6 workrooms, 4 solitary confinement cells
for males and females, debtors apartments, storerooms and general kitchen. A
schoolroom, a hospital, a chapel, separate apartments for each of the six turnkeys,
matron, assistant matron and schoolteacher plus offices and the Governor’s
house. It had a capacity for 124 prisoners and was connected to the courthouse by
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