Bonegal’s Amazing 18% Century Court, Jail and
Agplum
e LIFFORD AND THE O’DONNELLS
- ® | For hundreds of years, Lifford has been regarded as the most strategic point in the
North-West. This was recognised by Donegal’s leading clan, the O’Donnells, who
built their first castle here in 1527. Let the Chieftain, Manus, tell you himself in our

captivating audio-visual history lesson as he recounts his family’s part in one of the
most crucial phases in Irish history.

LIFFORD COURTHOUSE
Built in 1746 and described as “one of the oldest and finest courthouses
in Ireland” you will have a chance to witness the re-enactments of
famous trials held in this building including the Napper Tandy Trial and
the Lord Leitrim Murder and the severity of the sentences meted out to
the unfortunate victims.

THE JAIL AND ASYLUM
Downstairs in the original dungeons you can hear the jailers’ keys clanking, the
shutting and banging of doors and the discussions between prisoners and their
visitors. You will also have an opportunity to experience first hand the feeling
of being treated like a real prisoner when you are charged and fingerprinted by
our tour guides and prison warders.

THE COURTHOUSE RESTAURANT:
After your prison experience you will be free to relax in our historic courthouse restaurant which is
open to the public 6 days a week serving meals all day from our extensive menu with an exclusive
Sunday carvery our speciality. 1
OPEN ALL YEAR Mon-Fri 9am-4.30pm

Sunday 12.30-4pm

Late opening for groups arranged on request
Conference facilities also available
Phone 074-41733 E/Mail seatofpower@eircom.net
Fax 074-41228 Website: www.infowing.ie/seatofpower

Sumwmer Gime W
& Bhe Living
~ 1s Easy

Lifford Association for Tourism, Commerce & Heritage Ltd.
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: & The Ultimate Cross
Country Driving Safari

Open Mon - Sat daylight hours
All year round

Booking by appointment only
€30.00 per person

_ Tel:074-24604 |

Gallen's Ritichens
Crossroads,

Rillygerdon
Fitted Kitchens, bedroom and sitting

room units ~
I
i G
\
‘»:XEMI

Auvailable in Solid wood, M.D.F.
or P.V.C. materials
Free Estimates

Tel: 074-49700
Mobile: 086-8549700

“Browme s Autos
II Yoivpitied

| Porthell, Lifford

BB A.

Donegal’s largest stockists
of good quality used cars

hilford: 074: 536856
Lifford: 074 41225
Domegel Bowsn: 073

__404a96

Scaffolding Hire
L&d.

Dromore Beg, Raphoe,
Co. Donegal
Tel: 074 45244

Fax: 074 73936
Mobile: 087 2690171

SEephen Dolawn

Evening Classes

We are now taking enrolments for
the following classes:

Guitar (Beginners) 8-8.45pm
Guitar (2" year) 9-9.45pm

10 week courses beginning Tuesday
17" September. Fee - 80 euro to be
paid by 10™ September.

Dressmaking 7.30-9.30pm

10 week course beginning Thursday
19" September. Fee - 100 euro to be
paid by 12™ September.

' Tutors Required for Autumn |
- Evening Classes Programme |

AN—="%]
We are now planning our 2002 ;
evening class programme and are |
looking for tutors in the
following subjects:
Painting
French
Spanish
German
Singing
Jiving
Colour Me Beautiful
If you are interested in teaching
i any of the above please contact
I Gillian — tel (074) 41733

Vacancies!Vacancies! Vacancies!
Student Summer Scheme
Vacancies

Interested in Donegal history and
would like to work in a mid 18
century heritage centre? Then the
place for you this summer is the Old
Courthouse, Lifford. We have 5

vacancies for  tour  guides,
receptionist, shop assistant and
researcher/writer.

For jobﬂl ihterviews phone Gillian at
the Old Courthouse, Lifford, tel. 074
-41733

Donegal County Archives Open
Day

Following the success of last years
Open day, held in Donegal County
Archives during Heritage week,
another Open Day will take place
this year, on Tuesday 3 September.
This year it will be held in the
Training Room, in the County
House, Lifford.

On display will be examples from
the County Archives collection, and
this year the theme will be Donegal
towns. Archives on display during
the day will include valuation books,
workhouse records, railway prints,
maps, plans, drawings, postcards,
photographs and posters from towns
and districts around the county.
Admission is free.
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Devine's
BuEchers,
BuBcher Street,

Lifford
o714 - 41651

il ! B

 Order your weekend |
 speecidls frowm us ;

i

Large selection of top quality
meats. Also top quality free-
range turkeys, geese and
ducks.

Large choice of gammons and
hams.

J

i

. Homemade Stuffing a
speciality.
Fresh meat daily.
Generous allowance on
sterling

268*™ - Elves Rercke
27" - Buse Amiges
28°" _ priends

August
3"¢ - Bony Quinn
A™™ - Buse Amiges

10°" - Deep Bhoughts
11** - Gusilighgt

168%™ - Priends
17°" -Detvmy Suseeney

Priverte Parties
dlso eatbered for

daughters. ~ What follows is an
account of what happened to one of
the trains.

THE RUNAWAY T

Stories about ‘Runaways’ are legend
in the history of the railway. One of
the most memorable in the Finn
Valley was an August bank holiday
special. The engine was Blanche
(pictured above) and she had
brought 13 carriages and 1,000
people back from Ballyshannon, and
up through the Gap.” The old brake
pipes weren’t in too good order
after lying out in the weather for
months. The driver happened to be
one of those who knew it all, and
even the presence in the cab of the
locomotive inspector didn’t curb
him.  On the falling gradient after
Lough Mourne the train began to
pick up speed, and before the driver
knew, she was away on him. The
inspector hastily assumed command,
and applied panic measures.
Leading sanders on, reverse gear
and full regulator! ‘The wheels
weren’t locked, they couldn’t lock,
she was going the wrong road and
she was putting up lumps of coal the
size of your fist,” as he told the story
12 years later. The train was

booked to stop at Meenglas. They
got her halted a quarter of a mile
beyond it, but that was better than
raking round the curves and into
Stranorlar. Brought to a halt, a
carriage door opened and two
active, if elderly ladies dropped
lightly to the ballast. They walked
towards the engine and, passing it,
called up to the crew ‘Thank you,
you've saved us a walk — that’s our
house up there’. They didn’t know
how lucky they were.”

@’ Brien’s Rotw

R I e
B R R i T

In our 2™ edition of the Old
Courthouse News we asked our
readers if they knew anything about
the plaque in Back Lane, Lifford
which states “O’ Brien’s Row 1794”
We now have the answer thanks to
Tessie Mc Gettigan who sent us a
copy of “A Local History of
Lifford” (now out of print) which
was compiled twenty years ago by
the Lifford Guild of the Irish
Countrywomen’s Association. It
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in every other seaport town in the
kingdom emigration is proceeding
on an unusually extensive scale.”

Once on board, most of the
passengers must have uttered a sigh
of relief as they set sail for the New
World and a new beginning. Sadly,
for many, it was the beginning of the
end. Typhus, already widespread in
the countryside reached epidemic
proportion as people thronged into
the ports seeking a means of escape.
One other, uncontrollable factor also
added to the misery — severe
weather. In some cases, this
combination on ships such as ‘The
Swatara’ gave rise to conditions
which can only be guessed at.
Leaving fever-ridden Belfast with
290  passengers bound for
Philadelphia, ‘The Swatara’ having
been dismasted in the gales of
Monday and Tuesday ( 26" -27%
April), “put into Lough Foyle on
Sunday and is now lying at Moville.
This is the third time that she has
been obliged to turn back under jury
masts since she left Liverpool, about
nine weeks ago. Before she left
Belfast, a few weeks ago, where she

was re-fitted, typhus fever broke out
among the passengers to an
alarming extent, and many were cut
off by its ravages. Fever is still
prevalent.”

The tremendous gales which hit the
North West Coast while Samuel
Crummer considered his final hours
brought further calamity to the
passengers and crew of the emigrant
ship “The Exmouth’ which set sail
from Derry on the 24™ April 1847,
on what proved to be her final
voyage. Already two days at sea,
‘the Exmouth’ ran into trouble off
the West Coast of Islay. On board
were 208 emigrants chiefly from
Kilmacrenan, Letterkenny,
Ballyshannon, Stranorlar,
Clonmany, Enniskillen, Strabane,
Castlederg and Omagh. The
following letter from the Islay
authorities was received by Captain
Ramsey, the Derry Emigration
Agent:

5. Working in batches, dip the fish
into the batter to coat. Fry for 2-3
minutes until golden; remove with a
slotted spoon, and keep warm while
cooking the rest. Serve with the
sauce and garnish with a chilli.

This is an Indonesian dish and can
be served either as a quick snack or
a Far Eastern starter.

Quips & Quotes

It is better to sleep on what you plan
to do than to be kept awake by what
you’ve done.

It’s what you learn after you know it
all that counts.

In 40 years time
we’ll have
thousands of old
ladies running
around with
tattoos.

Donkeys kill more people annually
than plane crashes.

Don’t be irreplaceable; if you can’t
be replaced, you can’t be promoted.

No piece of paper can be folded
more than 7 times (Try it).

mﬂlbridse Cpen
Farm

3 A(,
Fun day out for all the family — see various
farm animals and pets.

Other attractions - picnic area,
playgrounds, boating pond, go-karts,
museum, tearooms and shop.
Situated near Letterkenny, Ballybofey and
Lifford.

The Witherow Family
| Millbridge Farm, Gobnascale, Convoy, |
i -, Co. Donegal ?
Tel: 074 - 47125
Email;
millbridgeopenfarm@eircom.net

Jdomerthem Bell
Agricultural Contractor
087 - 2212821

Round Baling
Slurry Spreading & Mixing
One pass sowing
Loading with teleporter
Digging
Sludgegating

Competitive Rates
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of Lifford Gaol, forming a
semicircle, to prevent the crowd
JSfrom approaching the building, and
the fatal rope was seen attached to
the metal bar above the drop. As
the sub-Sheriff had been instructed
not to admit strangers to the prison,
we cannot describe the particulars
of what happened within its
precincts, but we learned
subsequently that Crummer partook
of breakfast, with an apparent
appetite, at eleven o’ clock and that
he exhibited no trepidation as the
time drew nigh for his execution.
While the hangman was putting a
large white garment over his
ordinary dress and pinioning his
arms, he repeated aloud “Lord have
mercy on my soul,” and before he
was conducted to the scaffold he
shook hands with the Sheriff and the
officers of the prison, to whom he
returned thanks for their conduct
towards him during his
incarceration.

At 13 o’ clock precisely he was led
out on the drop in front of the gaol,
Stepping with a cautious but firm
tread on the iron grating. A thrill of
horror ran through the multitude,
and a murmur not of pity but of awe,
was heard as he appeared. It was a
spectacle that might well appal the
stoutest heart, to behold a man of
colossal proportions, in full health
and vigour, and who had scarcely
yet arrived at the meridian of life,
and to know that in another minute
or two he would be launched into

eternity. He was six feet two in
height, and but thirty-two years of
age, although an imprisonment of
more than twelve months, and the
ghostly habiliments he wore, made
him look several years older. But if
anything  could  heighten  the
awfulness of the scene, it was the
statement he made on the occasion.
The executioner having adjusted the
rope, the culprit proceeded to
address the crowd in a loud voice,
and in a firm and collected manner
— “Gentlemen and ladies,” said the
wretched man, “I am going to
inform you that I am about to die,
and I wish to tell you that I am
innocent, and that I never lifted
hand or foot to my poor father, nor
would I do it, but ----- , of Ardara,
swore my life away for a little
money in these hard times, I leave
my blessing to my children and all
my friends, and I forgive all as I
hope to get forgiveness myself.” We
were unable to catch the name of the
individual to whom he alluded as
having sworn away his life, owing to
the screams of a female of weak
intellect in a distant part of the
crowd, who cried and gesticulated
violently while the prisoner was
speaking. The executioner, who was
brought from Dublin for the
purpose, then drew the white cap
over his face, when he remonstrated,
and, turning towards the door,
through which he had walked to the
drop, he asked to see the governor
of the gaol. The Roman Catholic

A Samuel Brown who was called to
the stand recollects that he was
passing by the old man’s house at
about two or three o’ clock and saw
the old man in his usual health, the
next time he saw him was lying on
the bed in his house, bound with an
iron chain, dead! A month before,
Samuel Brown visited Samuel
senior and found him crying; the old
man showed him black lumps on his
hands and said his daughter-in-law
had struck him with a stick. She
retorted that, “if she struck him he
must have deserved it.” Samuel
junior was sitting on the bed-side
when his father told Samuel Brown
that his son had pushed him to the
back of the door in his room, took
him by the private parts and tried to
kill him, and said nothing. Several
witnesses in court at the time also
testified to seeing or hearing the old
man being mistreated by his son and

his wife. .
“L@wr"&—‘
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On the Monday morning the
sergeant of police went with others
including the magistrate Mr.
Hamilton, to the lake which was a
little distance from the house where
they observed an upturned stone,
some straw with blood on it and in
the direction of the house they
observed the footprints of two

persons, large ones as those of a
man and smaller, barefoot ones, as
those of a woman.

After being taken from the lake and
removed to the house, the body was
examined by the  surgeon,
Christopher Mc Garvey. He found a
contused wound on the back of the
skull sufficient to cause death, two
incised wounds inflicted with a
sharp knife or dagger on the left eye
and on the side of the face. The
lower jaw was fractured; there was a
compound fracture of the arm, and
chest and a left rib were broken.

In defence of the prisoners James
Doherty Esq. addressed the jury and
reminded them that the only
evidence was circumstantial, “no
eye saw the deed committed, save
the all seeing eye of heaven!”

Baron Penefather also talked to the
jury and told them they didn’t need
to go over the notes in case the
reading would remove the
impression which had been left on
their minds by hearing and seeing
for themselves, there was no doubt
that the old man had suffered a
violent death and it was up to them
to decide at what time and by whom
the deed had been done.

The jury retired and in less than an
hour returned a verdict of Guilty!
The trial lasted from 12 o’ clock
until past eight o’ clock on the
evening, and excited the deepest
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