B BB e s
at L('H:orc! 0ld Courthouse
Seary Puppet Show (at Zpm sharp)
Ghost Stories & Witches Brew
Fan-cg Dress Compeﬁﬁon

Pr'lze's to fJe woh

Busale S < P uppet Disco with DJ FOXH Cool
Thursday 31* October 2002 from 2 — 6pm
Admission: Children €6/£4.00stg, Adults Free (young children must be
accompanied by an adult)

Christmas &
The Ramblin Scallywags Puppet Theatre presents
A LHRISTMAS CAROL at Lifford O1d Courthouss
Plus Lome § see Santas toy factory in the cells
Write & post your Ietter to Lapland
Receive a gift from Father Christmas

7™ December — 19" December
Monday — Friday shows at 5pm & 7pm
Sat & Sun shows at 1pm, 3pm & 5pm

BOOKING ESSENTIAL (074§ 41733
Admission: Children €8/£5.50 stg, Adults €2/£1.50stg
The Courthouse Restaurant will be open during all shows

Lifford Asgociation for Tourism, Commerce & Heritage Ltd.
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Hearte's Bar
Weiin Stkreet
Lifford
O74 41628

12

October

| Pria®

AsBro
| Sat 5" Eeclipse |
| Sum 6"  Pylly Bocked |

Frei 1™ Jedie
| Sat 12*" The Fluffy
| Ducks

| Sum 13 Philis

Fri 18" Jce Quigley |
 Sets 19%" D Wilder |
| Sum 20" Adonis Blu

| Fri 25" Fresh
| Vibes
| Sat 268%™ Spirit of
| Freedowm

| Sum 27" Caintie

John Duify
~ Butchers Ltd. |

The Diamond, Raphoe.
Phone (274) 45263

* HIGH CLASS VICTUALLER |
SUPPLIERS OF PRIME |
BEEF, LAMB & PORK

Meeting House Street
g Raphoe
074 44946

pes of alterations &
repairs carried out, new zips,
patching, hems etc.
Curtain & Soft Furnishing
Service and Selecton of
Fabrics
Dressmaking also available.

Open Mon - Sat 9.30 - 5.30
Closed Wednesday

Contact Ann & Roisin

A Stitch in Time |

THE OLD COURTHOUSE
TAKES TO THE WATER

Taken on the banks of the River
Foyle at Lifford Old Courthouse
Visitor Centre, this picture features
Mr Dick Warner, the renowned
researcher and presenter of the RTE
series “Waterways”, with Dr Billy
Patton and Mr Gerald McMenamin
of Lifford Association for Tourism,
Commerce & Heritage.

Mr Warner was on his initial visit
before undertaking a feasibility
study, on the possibility of operating
a riverbus from the Old Courthouse
to Derry. Commissioned by LATCH
Ltd., the feasibility study will be
looking into the history of
navigation on the River Foyle, the
development of onshore facilities,
the huge potential for cross border
river tourism and the history and
archaeology of the river banks.

This project will entail the creation
of many new jobs not only in the
design of a customised boat to meet

the unique features of the river
Foyle, but will also result in
permanent positions for up to six
full time employees and numerous
part time jobs and will make an
important contribution to the local
economy.

Halloween
Halloween is almost
upon us!

And you’re in for a big
surprise!

gl
&
Witches ghosts, and ghouls,

You won'’t believe your eyes!

Come to Lifford Old Courthouse,
Fun and games for all to see,
Witches are there to greet you,
You will pay but a very small fee!

Eye of a newt, legs of a snail,
Tongue of a moth, and a dragonfly’s
tail.

This all goes together to make
witches brew,

1t’s here at the Courthouse, made
Jjust for you!

This Halloween, the best place to be,
Is Lifford Old Courthouse, come
along and you’ll see,

There’s a great time in store, we
guarantee,

So do come and join us, for a very
small fee.

Pamela Hepburn
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Old Cures For Ailments

As we head into the shortening

evenings here are a few cures you

may want to remember when the
autumn chill catches you!!

For Headache:

Tie a band of white

cotton or linen around

the forehead to cure a

headache.

A cure for Measles:

\ Walk under a donkey or
lead a donkey to a
stream and drink from
the water.

Whooping Cough:

Get a piece of

homemade bread

from a woman whose

maiden name is the

same as her married name and eat it.

Chilblains:

When the cold of winter
¢, inflicts Chilblains or any
X, foot complaint, soak your

%Oo feet in the water in which
you have boiled potatoes-
don’t dry your feet.

Childbirth:

For easy childbirth the mother-to-be
should drink a
tea made
from

leaves.  She
has a cup
every morning starting three weeks
before the baby is due.

Corns:

For the relief of
corns, a piece of
fat bacon was
placed round the
toe.

Bed-wetting:

The cure for

(< bed-wetting
isn’t very
pleasant.

Unknown to the
patients make them drink the
water (cold) in which a field
mouse has been boiled alive.

Sore Throat:
Personally I can’t wait to try this
when my annual sore throat kicks in.

Heat salt in the oven, put this into a

man’s sock that
has been well
worn, fasten
around the neck
with a safety
pin and go to
bed!!!!

Don’t tell me people actually did
that! And if so, did it work? Let
me know if it works for you!!!!

Taken from extracts of ‘In and Around
Raphoe’ also ‘A Local History of
Lifford’.

West Donegal and the Finn Valley
was proving a strain on the limited
resources, which resulted in a four-
mile gap at Druminin. This was
both disappointing and embarrassing
and as a result, Lord Lifford made
the effort to raise the necessary
capital to finish the work. The West
Donegal Light Railway Order
(1886) was the outcome, authorising
£19,000. Work was started but
unfortunately Lord Lifford did not
live to see the scheme completed.
He died in 1887 and his son-in-law
Sir Samuel Hayes took his place as
chairman on the two boards.

Throughout the interview we took a
number of photographs of the
present church, the plaque in
memory of Lord Lifford and the
house which we think he built for
one of his workers.

Carrying out an interview and
visiting the place was a memorable
way of finding out about Lord
Lifford and his estate. I would like
to take this opportunity to thank Mr.
Pearson for taking the time to help
us with our research and telling us
everything he knows about Lord
Lifford during his time in Meenglas.

By Sinead McCafferty and Angela
Mulreany.
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WOMEN TALK
I hate housework! You make the
beds, you do the dishes — and six
months later you have to start all
over again.
Joan Rivers

A successful man is one who makes
more money than his wife can
spend. A successful woman is one
who can find such a man.

Lana Turner

A man in the house is worth two in
the street.

Mae West
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A WINTER’S TALE

- This story, written by the late Patrick
McGettigan of Lifford, was first
published in the Strabane/Lifford Notes
October 1982.

On a public road in
my locality, there is
a very long, and
very  steep  hill,
where as teenagers
we often sleighed when the snow
was packed and frozen on it. One
night when I returned home after
- sleighing on this hill, I discovered
that I had left my overcoat near the
bottom of the hill. I walked back
again in the moonlight and found it
where I had left it. I put it on me,
and was about to walk away when I
heard the sound of a lone sleigh
travelling at great speed down the
hill. Near the end of this hill, the
road forked, and the sleighs always
took the long winding right-hand
turn. On the road to the left
however, about a hundred yards
away, there was a stout wall, which
was there to protect traffic from
tumbling into the river below it.
I got across to this road, so that the
other would be clear for the sleigher,
but to my horror, the sleight took the
left turn, and as it flashed past me, I
had a snap view of it. It looked long,
and black, and narrow, with the
diminutive figure of a boy seated in
the centre of it. It did not crash into
the protection wall but swept clean

over it. I listened for the scream of
fright, the cry for assistance, and the
crash of the sleigh through the
surface ice on the river, but no
sound broke the prevailing stillness
around me. Even when I shone a
pocket torch downwards, I could not
see the surface ice on the river
broken anywhere. As I hurried
homeward for the second time that
night, I cast many a furtive glance
behind me.

On the following evening, I was
cleaning out the attic at home, when
a faded page of a local newspaper
dropped out of a book, I picked it
up, it was dated 9" January, 1875. A
caption on the page stated “Tragic

death of youth in sleighing accident” -

The article continued “in the small
hours of the morning, a boy of
sixteen who was sleighing alone on
a local hill, lost control of the sleigh
near the bottom of the hill, it took a
wrong turn and swept over a
protection wall by the road side, and
was drowned in the river directly
below the wall”. The article also
stated that a local joiner who had
been to America, built the sleigh,
and modelled it on a type used by
the inhabitants of the Katskills who
used it during the winter snows, and
which was noted for it’s speed
potential, and for the difficulty of
keeping it in
control,
especially
during long
runs.

dysentery, ~which had so far
enfeebled the physical energies of
the sufferer, that he fell repeatedly
on the road in his attempts to get
Jorward, before he was taken into
the house where he died. He was
interred yesterday at St.Johnston. A
voluntary collection among the
neighbours procured a coffin. No
inquest was held upon the dead
body.’

There were many deaths like this on
the roads of Ireland, also in Great
Britain, America and Canada.

Some people owned a four legged
animal (excluding a cat or dog) so
they weren’t entitled to any relief, as
the animal could be sold at the fair
or market, which would be seen as
sufficient to see you through for a
while even though the prices at
market were diabolical. All this
reduced the people to the one level
of  starvation and  despair.
Neighbours tried to help each other
out and would share what they had
even though their own need was just
as great. Eventually they were all at
the same level where no-one had
anything and people resorted to
eating any substance that the taste
buds would not reject to keep the
pangs of hunger at bay. The people
became so desperate that all
reasoning and  respect  was
abandoned. This was a fight for
survival. A report from the ‘Famine
Diary’ by Brendan O Cathaoir 26™
July 1847 states;

‘Sporadic violence is increasing. A
crowd raids a mill in Dunfanaghy,
County Donegal. The mob persists
despite a bayonet charge by
paramilitary police, during which
two peasants were killed and others
severely wounded. The constabulary
retreats, leaving the people in
possession of the mill and store.
After they flee with their booty,
soldiers and policemen scour the
countryside and arrest four of the
ringleaders.’

Scenes like this were common all
over the country.

In our forthcoming issues I will
cover more of The Great Famine
and the effects it had on Donegal. If
there is anyone out there who can
contribute to this series with any
stories of the Famine passed on from
generation to generation, then we’d
love to hear from you.

Graphics by JARLATH HAYES based on the
Famine Sculpture by Rowan Gillespie.
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CHEAP
TRAVEL

Pat and Jim were @
a couple of
Lifford drinking
buddies who
worked as aeroplane mechanics in
Carrickfinn. One day the airport was
fogged in, and they were stuck in the
hanger with nothing to do. Pat says,
“Man I wish we had a drink”. Jim
says “Me too. Y’know, I’ve heard
you can drink jet fuel and get a
buzz. “You wanna try it”?

So they pour themselves a couple of
glasses of high-octane hooch, and
get completely smashed. The next
morning Pat wakes up, and is
surprised at how good he feels. In
fact he feels GREAT! No hangover!
No bad side effects! Nothing! Then
the phone rings...its Jim. Jim says,
“Hey, how do you feel this
morning?” Pat says, “I feel great
How about You? Jim says, I feel
great too! You don’t have a
hangover?” Pat says, “No. That jet
fuel is great stuff, no hangover,
nothing, we should do this more
often”. “Yeah Jim, well there’s just
one thing...”

“What’s that?”

“Have you farted yet?”

“No....”

“Well, DON’T, ‘cause I'm in

THE NEWS

Lifford Old Court House News is
put together monthly by staff of the
Old Court House, here in Lifford.
The Court House itself was built in
1746, and is “one of the oldest, and
finest courthouses in Ireland”. Many
famous trials took place in this
building, and there is a lot of history
behind the building and surrounding
area. In 1994, The Old Court House
was re-opened as a heritage centre
and tourist attraction for the visitors
to the area.

Through the Newsletter, these
treasured stories of the past can be
shared with present generations, and
with generations to come in the
future. The Newsletter is also a
means of gathering information
from local people who would have
knowledge of the past, and may
even like to share their own
experiences with us. A lot of time,
and research is put into each issue of
the Newsletter in order to provide a
most accurate account of factual
stories.

If you would like to contribute to the
Old Court House News with either
articles, poetry, or photographs, then
please get in touch with Angela or
Billy, Tel 074-41733.

simply because he got fed up
carrying it, Baird gave the hatchet to
her. In her evidence Sally Hazlett
stated that she “received the hatchet
from John Baird the morning the
business happened; had it from
Monday  till  Saturday; the
neighbours examined it in her
presence and found some white or
grey hairs upon it”. When cross-
examined she added “It was about
Wednesday the hatchet was
examined; saw nothing but hairs on
it; a man named Virtue took it to the
door for three or four minutes and
returned it; will not swear whether it
was before or after this they found
the hairs on it; the hatchet lay under
her children’s bed; it might have got
hairs on it there”.

After six days, the police decided to
reclaim the hatchet and sent P.C.
Edward Chism to collect it from
Sally Hazlett where he “found two
grey or light brown hairs upon it”. It
may seem unbelievable today but
the hatchet and the “two grey or
light brown hairs” were actually
produced in court and used to
condemn the two brothers who were
found guilty and eventual hanged in
Lifford Diamond in April 1831. The
hatchet also came to an ignominious
end. According to one story, it was
kept in the execution room of
Lifford jail for many years before

being finally thrown
G

in the river.

THE SEVEN YEAR ITCH

An Act for the refraining of all
persons from marriage until their

Jormer wives and former husbands
be dead.

This act was passed by Parliament in
the 10" year of Charles 1% (1634). In
doing so it made bigamy a felony
punishable by death. There was,
however, an exception to the rule
and did not apply ‘to any person or
persons, whose husband or wife
shall be continually remaining
beyond the seas, by the space of
seven years, or whose husband or
wife shall absent him or herself the
one from the other, by the space of
seven years, in any part within his
majesties dominions the one of them
not knowing the other to be living
within that time’. Could this be the
origin of the term ‘The Seven Year
Itch’? If so, it adds a different
dimension to the well-known term.
The present day definition would
imply that one or other, even both
parties in a marriage take a notion
for ‘pastures new’ after seven years.
In 1634, however, the ‘itch’ could
come at any time and the respective
partners would not be punished so
long as they kept out of one anothers
way for at least seven years.
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