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>\ The Official Website

of the Finn Valley

The Finn Valley is rich in history, culture and folklore. Our scenery
can equal - and often surpass - that found in other parts of Ireland.
Lifford Old Courthouse is just one of our many and varied

attractions and yet, despite that, our general area was seldom (if
ever) publicised until our own website came along.

RBM: 184804

Since finnvalley.ie launched in late February 2002, we’ve had more
than half a million genuine hits and the figures are growing monthly,
attracting visitors from as far afield as America, Canada, Australia
and all EU Countries.

We welcome all Finn Valley related contributions from people at
home and abroad, so if you have any local history, old
photographs, stories, poems - or if you know of any noteworthy
Finn Valley People you feel should be mentioned - we would
love to hear from you. All materials will be returned with thanks.

Instead of allowing Dublin, Galway, Cork and Kerry to continue
stealing all the glory, please help us to promote our own area and to
show the outside world just how much the Finn Valley (and Donegal
in general) has to offer the many visitors to these shores.

Visit our website for local history, places, people, tourism
information, business listings, message boards and much more.

Our Internet address is: http://lwww finnvalley.ie
To advertise with us, call: 074 31159, or email: info@finnvalley.ie

NB: All non-profit, community groups and services are featured free
of charge.

Finn Valley Web Design ® « Ballybofey « Co. Donegal * Tel: 074 31159

KEED THE HOME FIRES BURNING

Lifford Association for Tourism, Commerce & Heritage Ltd.
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Christmas
Lifford @15‘Cbur#houst
~ 1M ’ .

The Ramblin Scallywags

Puppet Theatre presents A

CHRISTMAS CAROL

Plus Come & see Santas toy
factory in the cells

Write & post your letter to

Lapland

Receive a gift
from Father Christmas

7™ December — 19™ December
Monday — Friday shows at 5pm
& 7Tpm
Sat & Sun shows at 1pm, 3pm &
S5pm

BOOKING ESSENTIAL (074)
41733

Admission: Children €8/£5.50
stg, Adults €2/£1.50stg

The Courthouse
Restaurant will be open
during all shows

MESSAGE FROM

To all the little boys and girls,
[ am coming to your town!
If you would Jike to sex me

Let me know, we will put your

namg down!

I have lots of glorious
presents
You will be happy that you
camg!
l am staying at the O1d
Courthouss,
Father Christmas is my namg.

To o]l the mammies and
daddixs,
Your child will have a great
fimg,
They'll remenber their day at
the Cour#hous%
Sheer delight will reflect in
their smile.

Pam Hepburn

THE SCATTERING OF
LIFFORD GAOL

In our last issue we dealt with the
final years of Lifford gaol, it’s
eventual closure in 1884 and the
commencement of demolition in
1907 with the resulting fatalities to
two workmen. This month we will
turn to the story of how the stones
from the prison were used and their
part in the fulfilment of a prophecy.
With walls at least two feet thick,
Lifford gaol was a solid
construction. When William
Finlay’s demolition gang completed
their task, it generated an enormous
amount of valuable building
material and a wide-spread demand
for anything that could be re-used.

At least three churches took
advantage of this historical harvest.
Some of the stones were taken to
Derry and used in the building of the
Long Tower church in 1908.
Another consignment went to the
Church of the Good Shepherd in
Sion mills. Closer to home, the stone
steps leading to the galleries of the

naféf demolished R.C. church at
Murlog were also taken from the
gaol.

Apart from church building, gaol-
stones were incorporated in the
building of a row of cottages on the
Murlog road and in other houses
throughout Donegal and Tyrone.
Over the bridge, in Strabane, when
St Catherine’s Industrial School
required an extension in 1907, cart-
loads of material from the recently
demolished gaol were used in “The
Grey Building” which was made up
of workrooms, dormitories and a
kitchen for 130 ‘unfortunate and
destitute girls’.

A Prophecy Written in Stone

The story goes that part of the stones
of the old gaol of 1793 came
originally from Croaghan, where a
line of men stood and passed them
from hand to hand till they reached
the builders at the old monastery of
Clonleigh. It is also claimed that
some of the stones used to build the
gaol came from derelict houses in
the locality from which families had
been evicted. Some people regard
the return of the materials as a
fulfilment of a prophecy, which
predicted that the stones from the
gaol would eventually return to their
original purposes.

When the Dust Settled
When the last cartload of stones
rumbled out of Lifford Diamond it
brought to an end 114 years of
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SPADE HIT BY
POLICEMAN

FANAD MAN GETS
NINE ' MONTHS IN
LIFFORD GAOL

In the days when the
landlords ruled the
roost it was customary
on’ some estates for
eviction ‘Notices to Quit’ to be
served before the First of May every
year. Although in most cases it was
not acted upon it meant that recourse
to the law could be effected
immediately should the need to evict
arise.

In those instances where eviction
did follow, very little resistance was
offered although some held the view
that “until a man is first turned out
he should not be punished for
offering - resistance”. This belief
forms the background to this story
and is taken from Hugh Dorian’s
account of 19™ century life in Fanad,
recently published under the title
‘The Outer Edge of Ulster’.

“At one time one poor man, when
his turn came to get outside like
many another, tried to hold his
citadel, that is the four walls and the
roof tree around and over him, and
so tried to keep the officers of the
law from entering, and prepared
himself for a defence inside the door
and armed himself with that

destructive and formidable weapon,
the one he was best acquainted and
trained with, an old spade, declaring
at the same time that he would hit
the first man who attempted to enter.
No one of the crowbar brigade was
SO courageous as to venture and
there was a short parley. There was
the agent foaming, there was the
sheriff losing time, and what was to
be done?

Without waiting to hear of the
determination of a full council of
war on the plan of attack, a young
half-fool of a policeman thinking to
walk into honours by showing his
military tactics for the first time and
before the eyes of his superior
officer, screwed on his bayonet and
‘forward” put in his head. The
bayonet was knocked aside by the
defender, and on the next move, the
adventurous policeman got the
weight of the old spade just above
the ear, which was the cause of
leaving him a bandaged-head
barrack charge for many a day after,
and at last he got a few pounds
compensation. It was said that the
landlord gave him a gratuity of one
pound for his bravery.

Poor Shemus, besieged though
momentary successful, was unable
to follow up his victory, being
overpowered by discipline and
superior numbers, and he was
therefore forced to surrender, was
taken prisoner, and securely
handcuffed and conveyed to the
county gaol to await his trial for

They danced away then till about ten
o’clock and about that time someone
would propose that they should
make a ‘join’. Two men or two boys
would get up and one of them would
reach his hand for the dresser and
take a big plate off it and start at one
end of the house and go around.
Each person takin’ a drink then
would generally pay a shilling, and
if a person had the pledge and not
takin’ drink, you would be more
than dacent if you were let pay at
all. They would like to avoid anyone
that wasn’t takin’ drink.

Anyhow, they would rise a few
pounds and when the collection was
taken, two smart young fellows
would get up and they would go
away with the money to the nearest
public house or, in them times, to
some old man that was in the habit
of makin’ a drop of the mountain
dew or poteen. When these two
would leave the house the dancin’
and singin’ would go on harder than
ever until they would come back
with the whiskey or poteen. As soon
as they would open the door all
hands would go to cheer with joy.

They would get their glasses then
and put the whiskey roun’ and it

wouldn’t be very long until they got
jolly, an’ they would put in a grand
night till about eight o’clock the
next day.

But the friends of the people that
were leavin’ — they didn’t enjoy the
night so much. It was more like a
wake for them because they were
sorry and downhearted the whole
night long until mornin’. They
would be thinkin’ all night of their
nearest and dearest that was leavin’
in the momnin’ and they would say
that even they did promise to come
back in a few years — ‘God look to
your wit!” they would say, ‘How
many a person ever went to America
and from that day till this they never
returned an’ it might be the same
with you.’

In the momin’ then some of them
would get a side-car to take
themselves and their luggage away
to some conveyance that would take
them to Derry. At that time they
used to take the big ships from

It was surely a custom when their
neighbours would find out as to
what part of America they were
going. If they thought they were
going anywhere near other relatives
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and there was ‘nothing whatever® in
the hut in the shape of money or
food.

Many of the Landlords in Ireland at
that time were absentee landlords,
and had no comprehension of the
distress that the people were in,- in a
lot of cases they didn’t care.

A report from “ The Famine Diary”
dated May, 1846, states “Great
distress = is reported from
Templecrane, Co Donegal, where
the people seek the removal of Lord
Conyngham’s unsympathetic agent,
Robert Russell.” Mr Forster of the
Quakers also refers to “ the
miserable and neglected tenantry of
the Marquis of Conyngham, an
absentee proprietor who holds an
immense tract of land here.”

e Many a family ended
up in the workhouse,
which was a Ilast
desperate attempt at
survival. The people
were proud and the
workhouse was the last
resort, especially “since many of
these  were very badly run.
Inspecting officers : found that the
relief committee at - Glenties, Co
Donegal, was made up of hopelessly
unsuitable persons, “ the chairman
was a “tinker” as the gipsies of the
Irish countryside were called, and
two of the guardians had got tickets
for the public works”. As reported at
the time “The. Quakers found
inmates of Glenties workhouse half

starved, and half naked, the living
and dying lay side by side.”

The suffering of the people was
made even more tragic when I found
during my research that there was
food being exported from all over
the country while the people here
starved. A report in  the
Ballyshannon Herald, June 1846,
reports on a procession by mainly
women and children through
Donegal Town, “ ‘preceded by a
wretched looking creature carrying a
long pole, from the top of which was
suspended a loaf of bread.” They
halt occasionally and the leader
explains the loaf symbolises that,
although there is plenty of food in
the country, it is beyond the reach of
the poor because of it’s price, and
their lack of employment.

He proposes three cheers for several
persons who are reserving their
potatoes for the use of the town, and
the three groans for those who
continue exporting to Liverpool.
The procession proceeds next to the
workhouse, where the destitute are
told they cannot be admitted without
a recommendation. It is feared that
the vessel being loaded with
potatoes will be attacked, police are
constantly on deck!”

The importance of the potato to
the people in Ireland was
highlighted in a story that comes
from the local Lifford area. When
the Famine struck, a Mr. Mulrine
donated a large field to the parish on
condition that it be used solely for

~_

compensated. Instead they were
rewarded with a slice of the territory
of the disposed Irish chieftains. One
such landlord was Lord Lifford of
Meenglass, Ballybofey, who was
granted the townlands of
Carrickmagrath, Goland, Meenbog,
Taughboy, Croaghonagh and Trusk
(purchased sometime in the mid-
1800’s from Sir Samuel Hayes of
Drumboe). The total acreage Was
11 ,199, l.ook atr (‘jPC ‘54"6
The native Irish were grudgmglyg
tolerated where no planter tenant
was interested — mainly on what
is now referred to as the
disadvantaged

areas. The rents were not legally
fixed and could be raised at will. If a
farmer drained or improved his land
his rent would be increased
immediately. It is difficult for the
present  generation of owner-
occupiers with security of tenure to
understand the efforts and sacrifices
which made such conditions
possible.

Today, landlordism is but a distant
memory. The disappearance of this
class paved the way for native
government and the triumph of the
age-long struggle of our race. It was
not until 1903 when the Wyndham
Land Act was passed that the way
was paved for the final assault.

The landlords raised an objection to
the passing of the Act as it was the
work of the British Government and
the terms were very attractive. The

Congested Districts’ Board was set
up mainly for the improvement and
purchase of land in Donegal from
1891-1923. In the 24™ Report of the
Congested Districts’ Board for
Ireland (1916) the list of estate
purchases for the year 1912 states
that Lord Lifford was paid the sum
of £14,900.

It was with great joy the tenant
occupiers of the Viscount Lifford
Estate received a letter from the
Secretary of the Congested District’s
Board on 1* of December, 1915,
asking them to attend at Meenglass
Post Office to sign an agreement for
the purchase of their holdings.

MEMORY LANE

Im sure many of our readers, h
especially the older generation, will
recognise this photograph. It was
taken in the entrance hall prior to
renovations at the Courthouse,
Lifford, at a time when the ‘old’
library was based here.
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‘The works of Michael Priestley,
architect, both ~ known  and
attributed”)

FOOD FOR THOUGHT

There is a vast difference between
the savage and the civilized man,
but it is never apparent to their
wives until after breakfast.

Helen Rowland

I'am not a glutton — I am an explorer
of food. iy
Erma Bombeck ‘

Life is  too shoxft_ to stuff a
mushroom. :
Shirley Conran

The only way you can stay as skinny
as I am at my age is to starve.
Helen Brown

There are an awful lot of skinny
people in the cemetery.
Beverly Sills

[PEARSO

Turkeys Limited

Suppliers of Prime Farm
Fresh Turkey

Craigadoes, St. Johnston
Tel/Fax: 074 48238
Mobile: 087 2525596

COURTHOUSE FACE-LIFT

We’ve just heard that we have been
given the green light for funding to
refurbish and extend our downstairs
area. ' This exciting development
means that we will be able to offer
an even better service in the future.
Watch this space for details!

DISCOVER DONEGAL

“I do not know what particular part
of Southern Ireland Donegal is, but
it certainly is not in Southern
Ireland”.

(Statement made in Seanad Eirean,
1923)

J. CARLIN. Died 24™ July 1917.
Age 21.

FRANK CONNOLLY. Died 25"
April 1918. Age 29.

JOHN DONNELLY. Died 29™
October 1915. Age 20.

JOSEPH McCONNELL. Died 7™
December 1917. Age 22

ROBERT McCORKELL. Died 26™
August 1914,

EDWARD O’BRIEN. (no date).
Age 25.

ALEXANDER PEOPLES. Killed in
action. 16™ May 1915. Age 27.
DAVID PORTERFIELD. Killed in
action. 1* July 1916. Age 17.

JOHN PORTERFIELD. Died of
wounds. 11™ October 1918. Age 36.
EDWARD QUINN. Died 9%
September 1916.

ANDREW RUSH. Died 16" May
1915. Age 19.

JOHN RUTLEDGE. Killed in
action. 1% July 1916. Age 33.
HUGH SWEENEY. Killed in
action. 27" June 1916.

HENRY TAYLOR. Killed in action.
8™ August 1918. Age 21.

JAMES BAIRD. Killed in action. 1%
July 1916. Age 19.

ANDREW BRESLIN. Killed in
action. 1% November 1914. Age 29.
JOHN DIVER. Killed in action. 1%
September 1917. Age 26.
CHARLES DONNELLY. Died 7™
November 1917. Age 31.

SAMUEL ELLISON. Died 17" July
1917. Age 42.

JOHN GALLAGHER. Died of
wounds. 26" August 1916. Age 22.
WILLIAM GALLAGHER. Died
30" April 1916. Age 20.

JOHN GILLESPIE. Died 24"
March 1918. Age 30.

JOHN GOURLEY. Died 24" July
1916. Age 21.

WILLIAM HUMFREY. Died 26"
August 1914. Age 23.

ANDREW LINDSEY. Died 30"
June or July 1916. Age 20.
WILLIAM MACBETH. Killed in
action. 1* July 1916. Age 24.
ANDREW McFARLAND. Killed in
action. 1* July 1916. Age 26.
DENIS McGRANAGHAN. Died
26" October 1916. Age 30.

ADAM MCcLUCAS. Died 3¢
November 1918. Age 34.
WILLIAM MURRAY. Died 20®
November 1917. Age 30.

HARRY QUINTON. Killed in
action, 1* July 1916. Age 21.
THOMAS ROULSTON. Killed in
action. 1* July 1916. Age 33.

JOHN WEIR. Killed in action. 1*
July 1916. Age 50.

[Further details of those listed above
can be found in the ‘Donegal Book
of Honour’. We are also looking for
any information on those who
fought in the First World War and
survived. If you know of anyone
could you please forward the details
to “The Old Courthouse News’, The
Diamond, Lifford.]




UOTIBJISSSIP SIY MOLIOq Sh Fumo]

I0J 9[31LIBDIIA AYORTRIAl 0} SURY])
*9SNOYINO))

PIO oy opisut Jumuoddey sem
JeyMm 93S pue JIom S A9[ISOLI Sem
Urelod I0] MOuy am JuIp[ing suo
9y} 0] WINJAI [[ M ‘ONSST JXoU INO U]
" Asnq sem uewr oy},

‘Aes A9y sy prIom 9y Jo yed sy
Ul JIeW SIY 1Jo] AJUrenad Ao[issLg
[SBYDIA ‘. SBAIR DJOWAI QIOW JY) UL
[[13S JOoMIJ IS[IYM ‘OJOYM B SB PUB[I]
ur Juisyoerd S109)IYoIR OATJBU MOJ
KI9A 919M 9107} AINJUSD w8 1-Prur oty
ur,, 1Y) SuLspIsuo)) eoydey ‘eoe[ed
s doystg oy jo, Surpopowas & 9ses]
jou Inq ise[ pue Aueg ‘0D ‘[eH
woog ‘UWI0dIQY JO [deq oy} IOJ
1n0Ae[ 1991)s MOU pUE [EUED JUBQRIIS
‘Ao ‘ooered pue sseq jo jadey)

s.preureqg  doysig ~ ‘Aspogspuor)

wgor 1§ Jo  womyd ey
UMO]J, Jueqeng :PpIOJJIT ‘OSnoyg
[[eH HOd ‘AL3( "0 ‘@SnOH usyarg
‘suegLue)) ‘9Snoy oIQuIUN(] Spn[oul
WIY 0} PajoaUU0d SIUIP[ING Snourey
IoYI0 ‘[910H Aemajen) oy} se Kepo}
1L MOUY SA\ 'SOZISSY PIOHIT 9y}
Suump Anf pueln oy) IoJ oseq 9y}
SUILOSq YOTM ‘OSNOF] PIOJIT] pIq
0} AQ[ISALl POUOISSIUIIIOD 9ABY
0 pres st “(6ZL1-S1.LT) SuOWWO) JO
9SNOY YsuI 9y} Jo 1oxeads pue " A
‘Ajouuo) sewoy], jo maydou o)
‘vLL1 Ul "oarssarduwir ST uew SIy) 0}
PaInqLIIe SAINIONIS IS0 JO ISI] S,

. UO1331 91} ur s3uIp[Ing Ioyiny
‘90USPIJUOD UM WIY O} 9qLIOSE
0] SN SO[qRUD [OIYM OOUSIQJOI

[erjuasse ue sapraold 31 -309)yoIR
oY} JO IOM 93U} JO OIISLI9)ORIBYD
0S SJUOWR[S 9} JO Auew opede]
SUO Ul SIIPOqUId JI,, OSNEBOq puE
JIom S AS[1SAL1] ST UTRISO JOJ MOuy
om puepary ur 3uiping Auo ay)
SI 3] "9[01 [eronio & sAe[d asnoyuno)
oY} Jey)} 2I9Y SI JI PUB S[qRTUSPUN ST
‘IOA9MOY ‘BaIe PIOJJIT oY) uo joeduur
STH "Uiesp pue quIq sy jo sooeyd
pue sojEp 9Y) MOUY UOAD ) UOP
om PRX C ALireuosiad onspie pue
91A1S S[qRYJIIUSPI UL Y)IM JNO SpUB)S
oym 2In3iy 9uo,, oy} se papiedor
st oy ‘pouad oy 104 - 90m0vId
STY Ul AJurew so1y [[I3S SIY ‘S9jewInso
Jo Jomeip 1ea1d8 ou ‘mewr urerd
€,, WIY Y30y} ‘NIGSON [STueyieN
‘sooIsnI) 9y} Jo ou(Q ‘AIo)sAwmr e
JO 11q © surewrar A9[)saLr JOIJA ‘BoIe
Surpunonms pue pIoJJIT JOo KI0)SIYy
oy} 01° uonnqunuoo Siy  andso(y
"G LT “yoreq ur pred Suroq juowked
[BUY Y} — 9°61°9E1F JO [e10} ® pred
Sem 9 USym ASUow STy IOJ jrem 0}
PeY Os[e ‘UIqn(y Jo Aopsaug JorN
900)IyoIe JYJ, "PIOJJIT Ul QISYMIS[O
9SNOY[O0YdS B IOJ 9IS B PIpnN[oul
ose ooud sy, '9G.] Joquaydag
pue  ¢g/1  [udy  ‘sjusurpeisur
om} ur 10y pred sem pue (OS[3
10y ouko3ing sewoy ], "A9Y Y} Woyy
Y3noq sem 9snoyunoy) 9y} IoJ IS
9} JeY}) WIBS] 9M 9SIY} WO, "PIOIT
‘SOATYOIY AJUno) 9y} Ul pP[oy Mou
yooq (sjuowAed) sjuourjuosarg Amng
pueln Jeurduo oY) woij paued[d
Ud9q Sey MOouy Op om I[P Jeym

' "(rounop
Ajuno) 9y} se Aepo) Mouy am jeym

JO Iouunioloj oY) sem pue Kjunoo
oY} JO uoTjRISIUTWUPE O} PI[[OIIUOD
OyM ®BOIR OU) Ul SISUMOpPUR|
yourword jo dn opewr sem g
"PIOM 9} JO 9suas [e39[ oy ur Al
€ Jou sem AInf pueln) 9YJ) ‘o[oym
© se £junoo 9y} uo AInf puerr) ayj £q
PSIAJ] XB) IO $530 B Aq PosIel uoaq
SAeY pInom ‘i Jo jsowr I0 ‘Aouowr
9y}l y3noyje p[rng 03 3s00 I Yonw
moy ‘spdwrexs I10] ‘mouy jou Op
9 "porad fenur sty} SuLmp ‘payreo
OS[e Sem JI SB ‘OSNOH SUOISSIS IO
“UnoY) 9Y) NOQe UMOUY| ST S[NI] AISA
" 103 AI0WID 9L T

"A'V A9NIsaLid [9BYOIA AQ PaINooxa
pue paugdIsa( "So9ISnI} ‘pOYSUBIA
spouelq ‘NIqsaN [STueyieN
‘ueydnep 931000  ‘pue[Sne)ON
IOAT[Q ‘XOUY] MIIPUY JO SUOT}OSIIP
oy} Jopun [e3auo(] Jo Ajuno)) oY) £q
pastex sem 3uIp[ing SIYJ, , :S9JeIS I
‘OUO}S UI USNLIA "90URIIUD JUOIJ 3T}
9A0QEe pajenis puodadg Y} 931090
Jo suue ueueAOUBH 9y} Jopun
19[qe)} € Ul PIJRIOWSWWOD ST STY} JO
IV "A9[ISoLI] [9BYDIIA )0d)IyoIe o)
pue Anf puein oy} Jo 942 [nyyorem
oY} Iopun OSLI-9%LT udaMmiaq IIng
SEM J1 ‘€[] UL POUOISSTUIWIOD ISIL
* SuIp[ing swospuey, STy} JO AI0ISIY

oY) Je YOO] IOSO[O B O¥e} .97

IHON
oy) w1 s3wp[Ing 3seuy dY) Jo du(,,

WISIOISSB[O
Armb e Jo sjuswoe YIM pamopud
A[UoLl  Os**'puB[eI] Ul OIoYMAUR
9Jep SJI JO S9pROIR] 1SIULJ oY) JO JU(),,

PUBI] UI SOSNOYLIN0D
1seUly  pue 1S9pP[0 O} jJO u(),,

:s194 91}

IOAO 9SNOYUNOY) 9} UO PamoIsaq
Us9q  oAey  jey)  suonduossp
oY} jJo Moy e jsnl ore ‘ojdurexs
10y ‘o10y sSury) uo oAnoadsiod
JUSIOHIIP © oYe) sIUIp[ing snowej
Ino jo 9oueoyIudIs [eIno9)IyoIe
JIsUIuI 9y} 01 949 oaneroaidde
pue [eonuo  orow e sdegrod
qgum  ‘oidoad 10y o8e  sieak
M9J © 03 pue Yonoj sem Jr y3noye
‘@I0U}) U99q SAeMIe OABY O] SWIOAS
Jeyy 3uIping e — Ajreyrwe; jo odK)
ST} Jo o[durexs poo3 e ST puoweI(]
PIOJIT Ul 9snOYUNo) piO oYL
‘ "auo3 a1,£9y) [un

[Te Je syIewpue| 9s9Y) JO YUIY}  UOP
9M ‘S9SEBD QWOS U] "WIAY} B J0O[ 0}
103105 9m s3u103 pue sFurwod Ino ur
USYJO 1By} WY} 23S I\ “pIjuerd 10J
oye} om Jey) [e8suo( ur sSurpring
pPIo JOo Ioqunu oty Surzewe s,)]

ANOIVIa
HH.L NI NOINVIA AHL



